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at the apartment housing for evacuees:

Minpuku's research and residents’ association in Iwaki city in Fukushima
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Abstract

The Great East Japan Earthquake occurred five years ago, and many people shifted from
temporary housing to the apartment housing for evacuees. The residents faced severe problems
with regard to establishing and maintaining the residents’ association. The Fukushima evacuees
affected by the nuclear plant accident particularly faced the following two problems: community-
building among themselves and adjusting in the regional community. The evacuees in Fukushima
require social support for building the residents” association and community. Minpuku, a non-
profit organization, conducted a community support program for the evacuees. We determined

the process to establish and maintain the residents’ association and adjust in the regional
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community based on the research provided by Minpuku.

Some activities such as having a gathering before moving in, being a community supporter at
Minpuku and assembling in the meeting place during the evacuee's first year at apartment
housing, and establishing and supporting residents association were conducted to adjust in the
regional community. We concluded that the process was a model to support the community of
evacuees; further, it was a method to facilitate community empowerment and inculcate a sense of

community.

Key words: The Great East Japan Earthquake, The apartment housing for evacuees, community

empowerment
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