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ThreeȱLives

ȱ OnȱAprilȱ ŘŜǰȱ ŗşřŗǰȱ atȱ aȱ roadhouseȱ inȱ theȱCatskillȱMountainsȱofȱ
NewȱYorkǰȱanȱassailantȱputȱaȱshotgunȱtoȱtheȱbackȱofȱnotoriousȱgangsterȱJackȱ
ȃLegsȄȱDiamondȱandȱpulledȱ theȱ triggerǯȱ ȱNewȱYorkȱCityȱbeganȱpreparingȱ
forȱtheȱofficialȱopeningǰȱlaterȱinȱtheȱweekǰȱofȱtheȱEmpireȱStateȱBuildingǯȱȱTheȱ
RadioȱCommissionȱupheldȱ theȱdecisionȱofȱ aȱ radioȱ stationȱownerȱ toȱ cutȱoffȱ
MajorȱGeneralȱSmedleyȱDǯȱButlerǰȱwhoȱhadȱusedȱ theȱwordȱȃhellȄȱonȱ theȱ
airǯȱ ȱTheȱNewȱYorkȱTimesȱ reportedȱonȱtheȱGreatȱDepressionǰȱnotingȱthatȱ theȱ
ŗşřŗȱdeficitȱwouldȱhaveȱ coveredȱ theȱ federalȱgovernmentȂsȱ entireȱbudgetȱ
inȱŗşŗŝǯȱ ȱNewȱYorkȱYankeesȱbaseballȱplayerȱLouȱGehrigȱgotȱ anȱoutȱ ratherȱ
thanȱaȱhomeȱrunȱwhenȱaȱteammateȱranȱfromȱfirstȱtoȱthirdȱbaseǰȱthenȱsimplyȱ
walkedȱintoȱtheȱdugoutǰȱallowingȱGehrigȱtoȱpassȱhimȱonȱtheȱbaseȱpathǯȱȱTheȱ
Timesȱ reportedȱonȱanȱairplaneȱ stuntmanȱwhoȱbuzzedȱNewȱYorkȱ rooftopsǰȱ
zippingȱunderȱ twoȱbridgesȱbeforeȱdisappearingȱ intoȱ theȱ foggyȱduskǰȱ andȱ
onȱnewȱstancesȱfromȱtheȱEpiscopaliansȱonȱdivorceȱandȱtheȱPresbyteriansȱonȱ
birthȱcontrolǯȱȱDaylightȱsavingsȱtimeȱreturnedǯȱȱAndȱatȱStǯȱLukeȂsȱChapelȱonȱ
HudsonȱStreetǰȱmyȱgrandmotherȱandȱgrandfatherȱmetǰȱonȱ theȱdayȱheȱwasȱ
ordainedȱaȱdeaconȱofȱtheȱEpiscopalȱChurchǯŗ

ȱ Myȱgrandfatherȱworeȱ formalȱ clericalȱblackȱ toȱ theȱordinationȱandȱ
hisȱfreshlyȱtrimmedȱhairȱstoodȱonȱendǰȱwithȱanȱoddȱlittleȱcurlǯȱȱHeȱwasȱtallǰȱ
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tanǰȱ andȱhandsomeǰȱbuiltȱ fromȱ theȱgroundȱupǰȱ aȱ formerȱ footballȱplayerȱ
withȱtheȱkindȱofȱphysicalȱconfidenceȱoneȱgetsȱfromȱtheȱfrequentȱexperienceȱ
ofȱknockingȱpeopleȱdownǯȱ ȱTheȱTimesȱ hadȱwrittenȱofȱhisȱordinationȱ theȱ
previousȱdayǰȱproclaimingȱhimȱȃaȱSiouxȱ Indianȱandȱaȱgrandnephewȱofȱ theȱ
famousȱ IndianȱwarriorȱSittingȱBullǯȄȱ ȱTheȱ claimȱaboutȱSittingȱBullȱwasȱnotȱ
exactlyȱ trueǰȱbutȱ itȱmarkedȱhimȱasȱaȱ characterǰȱoneȱofȱ theȱ curiositiesȱ thatȱ
madeȱlifeȱ interestingȱinȱoneȱofȱtheȱearlyȱtwentiethȱcenturyȂsȱgreatestȱcitiesǯŘȱȱ

Heȱwasȱ thirtyȱyearsȱoldȱandȱheȱ refusedȱ toȱ smileȱ forȱphotographersǯȱ ȱHisȱ
nameȱwasȱVineȱDeloriaǯ
ȱ MyȱgrandmotherȂsȱnameȱwasȱBarbaraȱSloatȱEastburnǯȱ ȱWithȱherȱ
brownȱhairȱcutȱ fashionablyȱshortȱandȱaȱ liftingȱwaveȱ thatȱ spilledȱacrossȱherȱ
foreheadǰȱmyȱgrandmotherȱwasȱprettyǰȱwithȱaȱquickȱ smileȱandȱanȱaffableȱ
personalityǯȱȱSheȱworkedȱinȱNewȱYorkȱCityǰȱbutȱlivedȱatȱherȱparentsȂȱhomeȱinȱ
SloatsburgǰȱaȱsmallȱvillageȱonȱtheȱPortȱJervisȱcommuterȱrailȱlineǰȱtuckedȱjustȱ
insideȱtheȱRamapoȱMountainsȱnorthȱofȱtheȱCityǯȱȱThatȱAprilȱmorningȬlikeȱ
almostȱeveryȱmorningȬherȱmotherȱhadȱstruggledȱtoȱgetȱherȱmovingǰȱasȱmyȱ
grandmotherȱwasȱperenniallyȱslowȱinȱwakingȱtoȱherȱdayǯȱȱDuringȱtheȱworkȱ
weekǰȱsheȱoftenȱfailedȱtoȱmakeȱitȱtoȱtheȱSloatsburgȱtrainȱstationȱonȱtimeǰȱandȱ
herȱfatherȱhadȱtoȱraceȱherȱdownȱtheȱstreetȱinȱhisȱroadsterǰȱhopingȱtoȱbeatȱtheȱ
trainȱtoȱSuffernǰȱtheȱnextȱstopȱonȱtheȱlineǯȱȱMyȱgrandmotherȱwasǰȱinȱallȱwaysǰȱ

Vine Deloria Sr. Barbara Sloat Eastburn Deloria Ella Cara Deloria
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aȱdeliberateȱandȱunhurriedȱpersonǯř

ȱ TwentyȬthreeȱyearsȱoldȱwhenȱ sheȱmetȱmyȱgrandfatherǰȱ sheȱhadȱ
comeȱofȱ ageȱduringȱ theȱŗşŘŖsǰȱwithȱ itsȱ revolutionsȱagainstȱmannerȱandȱ
restrictionǯȱ ȱ Sheȱknewȱhowȱ toȱdressȱ theȱpartǯȱLunchtimeȱoftenȱ foundȱherȱ
shoppingǰȱ andȱherȱyoungerȱ sistersȱ rememberedȱherȱ twoȬtoneȱ shoesȱandȱ
herȱsenseȱofȱfashionǯȱȱSheȱhadȱaȱclosetȱfullȱofȱbeautifulȱclothesȱandȱsheȱworeȱ
themȱwellǯȱ ȱ Sheȱwasǰȱ inȱmanyȱwaysǰȱ aȱ crystallineȱexampleȱofȱwhatȱ someȱ
haveȱ calledȱȃtheȱNewȱWomanǰȄȱenjoyingȱaȱ relativelyȱ liberatedȱ lifeȱ inȱ theȱ
publicȱworldsȱofȱworkȱandȱofȱ leisureȱandȱmassȱ cultureǯȱ ȱMyȱgrandmotherȱ
workedȱatȱAmericanȱTelegraphȱandȱTelephoneȬATǭTȬcalculatingȱ
shipȬtoȬshoreȱ telephoneȱ ratesȱandȱbillsȱonȱaȱ fantasticȱmachineȱ calledȱaȱ
ȃcomptometerǰȄȱaȱveryȱ fastǰȱkeyȬdrivenȱ calculatorȱ thatȱ requiredȱbothȱ skillȱ
andȱ trainingǯȱ ȱAȱwhiteǰȱunmarriedǰȱnativeȬbornȱdaughterȱofȱmiddleȱ classȱ
parentsǰȱmyȱgrandmotherȱwasȱaȱperfectȱ candidateȱ forȱaȱwhiteȬcollarȱofficeȱ
jobȱandȱsheȱmadeȱ theȱmostȱofȱ itǯȱ ȱHerȱ incomeȬthoughȱalwaysȱ lessȱ thanȱaȱ
manȂsȬallowedȱherȱaȱmeasureȱofȱindependenceȱfromȱherȱparentsǰȱandȱsheȱ
ownedȱaȱhorseȱandȱtookȱherȱbestȱfriendȱonȱaȱtourȱofȱEuropeǯ
ȱ Butȱmyȱgrandmotherȱhadȱ stayedȱonȱ theȱoutskirtsȱofȱ theȱŗşŘŖsȱ
cultureȱofȱflamingȱyouthǰȱembracingȱtheȱnewȱwomanhoodȱinȱstyleȱasȱmuchȱ
asȱ substanceǯȱ ȱ SheȱavoidedȱNewȱYorkȂsȱ theaterȱdistrictǰȱpreferringȱ theȱ
informalȱshowingsȱofȱnickleȱmoviesȱinȱtheȱupstairsȱroomȱofȱtheȱcommunityȱ
hallȱ inȱSloatsburgǯȱ ȱNoȱ sportingȱeventsǰȱ speakeasiesȱorȱhipȱ flasksǯȱ ȱNoȱ
boyfriendsȱinȱbeautifulȱpolishedȱautomobilesǯȱ ȱSheȱrarelyȱtookȱinȱtheȱcityȂsȱ
museumsȱandȱgalleriesǰȱ andȱclubbingȱ throughȱ theȱHarlemȱRenaissanceȱ
wouldȱhaveȱbeenȱcompletelyȱunimaginableȱ toȱherǯȱ ȱHerȱ friendsȱandȱherȱ
identityȱ remainedȱ inȱherȱ smallȱ shelteredȱ townǯȱ ȱRestrainedǰȱ conservativeǰȱ
andȱdevoutǰȱ sheȱwasȱaȱperfectȱministerȂsȱwifeǰȱwhichȱ isȱ exactlyȱwhatȱ sheȱ
becameǯ
ȱ Myȱgrandfatherǰȱ onȱ theȱotherȱhandǰȱ lovedȱNewȱYorkǯȱ ȱ Itȱwasȱ
footballȱ thatȱopenedȱhisȱ eyesȱ toȱ theȱ cityȱandȱ toȱ theȱwiderȱworldǯȱ ȱ Sonȱandȱ
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grandsonȱofȱimportantȱDakotaȱSiouxȱleadersǰȱheȱwasȱbornȱinȱŗşŖŗȱandȱraisedȱ
onȱtheȱStandingȱRockȱIndianȱreservationǰȱwhichȱstraddlesȱNorthȱandȱSouthȱ
DakotaȱatȱtheȱspotȱwhereȱtheȱMissouriȱRiverȱcrossesȱtheȱstateȱlineǯȱȱInȱŗşŗŜǰȱ
followingȱ theȱdeathȱofȱhisȱmotherǰȱmyȱgrandfatherȱwasȱ sentȱ toȱNebraskaǰȱ
toȱaȱmilitaryȱboardingȱ schoolȱ runȱbyȱ theȱEpiscopalȱChurchǯȱ ȱThoughȱheȱ
enteredȱtheȱschoolȱscaredȱandȱspeakingȱscarcelyȱanyȱEnglishǰȱbyȱtheȱtimeȱheȱ
graduatedȱheȱhadȱbecomeȱaȱhighlyȱ capableȱbiȬculturalȱ figureǰȱpopularȱandȱ
respectedȱamongȱhisȱwhiteȱclassmatesǯȱȱThatȱrespectȱcameǰȱinȱnoȱsmallȱpartǰȱ
fromȱhisȱathleticȱprowessȱandǰȱ somewhatȱ toȱhisȱ surpriseǰȱheȱ foundȱhimselfȱ
theȱrecipientȱofȱaȱcollegeȱfootballȱscholarshipǯŚ

ȱ Betweenȱ ŗşŘŘȱ andȱ ŗşŘŜǰȱVineȱDeloriaȱplayedȱ footballȱ forȱ Stǯȱ
StephensȱCollegeǰȱ aȱ smallȱEpiscopalianȱ schoolȱ inȱ theȱHudsonȱRiverȱvalleyȱ
thatȱwouldȱ laterȱ changeȱ itsȱnameȱ toȱBardȱCollegeǯśȱ ȱ Footballȱ tookȱhimȱ toȱ
NewȱYorkȬtoȱEbbetsȱFieldȱ toȱplayȱStǯȱ JohnsȱUniversityǰȱ toȱOhioȱFieldȱ toȱ
playȱNewȱYorkȱUniversityǰȱ andȱ toȱmanyȱotherȱ citiesȱ andȱcollegeȱ townsȱ
aroundȱ theȱnortheastǯȱ ȱ Inȱ theȱ fallȱ ofȱ ŗşŘŞǰȱheȱ returnedȱ toȱNewȱYorkǰȱ toȱ
studyȱ forȱ theȱministryȱ atȱ theȱEpiscopalȱChurchȂsȱGeneralȱTheologicalȱ
seminaryǰȱnearȱChelseaȱSquareǯȱȱTakingȱhisȱdormitoryȱroomȱasȱhisȱbaseǰȱmyȱ
grandfatherȱspentȱtheȱyearsȱbetweenȱŗşŘŞȱandȱŗşřŗȱbreathingȱinȱasȱmuchȱofȱ
theȱ cityȱasȱhisȱ limitedȱbudgetȱwouldȱallowǰȱ revelingȱ inȱNewȱYorkȂsȱdenseȱ
cosmopolitanismǯȱ ȱUnderȱ theȱ tutelageȱofȱ theȱReverendȱEdwardȱSchlueterǰȱ
heȱworkedȱatȱStǯȱLukeȂsȱ chapelȱ inȱGreenwichȱVillageǰȱ aȱwelcomingȱ stationȱ
forȱnewcomersȱsituatedȱ justȱ threeȱblocksȱfromȱtheȱGreenwichȱHouseȱmusicȱ
schoolȱ andȱ socialȱ servicesȱ centerǯȱ ȱAtȱ theȱ chapelǰȱmyȱgrandfatherȱ livedȱanȱ
ironicȱhistoryǰȱ recapitulatingȱaȱ coreȱAmericanȱmythǱȱ ȱ anȱAmericanȱ Indianȱ
waitingȱonȱtheȱshoreǰȱhandȱoutstretchedǰȱtoȱwelcomeȱimmigrantsȱtoȱtheȱNewȱ
WorldǰȱreadyȱtoȱteachȱthemȱhowȱtoȱsurviveȱinȱoneȱofȱmodernityȂsȱgreatȱcitiesǯȱȱ
Ofȱ courseǰȱmyȱgrandfatherȱwasȱanȱ immigrantȱhimselfǰȱ forȱSouthȱDakotaȱ
wasȱeveryȱbitȱ asȱdistantȱ fromȱNewȱYorkȱasȱ theȱworldsȱ fromȱwhichȱhisȱ
parishionersȱhadȱfledǯ
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ȱ UntilȱAprilȱ ŘŜǰȱ ŗşřŗǰȱmyȱgrandparentsȱhadȱ ledȱ separateȱ livesǰȱ
connectedȱonlyȱ throughȱaȱ singleȱ tenuousȱ linkǱȱ ȱmyȱgrandfatherȂsȱ sisterǰȱ
EllaȱCaraȱDeloriaǯŜȱ ȱEllaȱDeloriaȱ isȱ todayȱ recognizedȱasȱaȱkeyȱ figureȱ inȱ theȱ
developmentȱofȱNativeȱAmericanȱethnographicȱwritingǯȱȱHerȱposthumouslyȱ
publishedȱnovelȱWaterlilyǰȱwrittenȱinȱtheȱŗşŚŖsǰȱisȱconsideredȱfarȱaheadȱofȱitsȱ
timeǰȱaȱreflectionȱnotȱsimplyȱofȱanȱAmericanȱIndianȱethnographicȱvoiceǰȱbutȱ
asȱaȱmodelȱofȱwomenȂsȱwritingȱasȱwellǯȱȱInȱŗşřŘǰȱsheȱpublishedȱDakotaȱTextsǰȱ
anȱ importantȱ collectionȱofȱDakotaȱSiouxȱ storiesǰȱ renderedȱ firstȱ inȱDakotaȱ
languageȱorthographyǰȱ thenȱasȱaȱ literalȱ translationǰȱ andȱ finallyǰȱ asȱ aȱ freeȱ
proseȱtranslationǯȱȱItȱremainsȱoneȱofȱtheȱmostȱimportantȱsourcesȱforȱtheȱstudyȱ
ofȱDakotaȱlanguageȱandȱnarrativeȱformǯŝȱȱHerȱŗşŚŚȱbookǰȱSpeakingȱofȱIndiansȱ
soughtȱ toȱbringȱherȱanthropologicalȱknowledgeȱofȱSiouxȱ lifeȱ toȱaȱbroadȱ
popularȱaudienceǯ
ȱ LikeȱmyȱgrandparentsǰȱEllaȱ tooȱ foundȱanȱunexpectedlyȱ congenialǰȱ
ifȱ somewhatȱ intermittentǰȱ lifeȱ inȱNewȱYorkȱCityǯȱ ȱMyȱgreatȬauntȱwasȱ
intellectuallyȱgiftedǰȱ andȱherȱ earlyȱ educationȱhadȱgivenȱherȱgoodȱnurtureǰȱ
firstȱatȱStǯȱElizabethȂsȱmissionȱschoolȱatȱStandingȱRockǰȱandȱ thenȱatȱ theȱAllȱ
SaintȂsȱEpiscopalȱSchoolȱ forȱGirlsȱ inȱSiouxȱFallsǰȱ SouthȱDakotaǯȱ ȱ Sheȱhadȱ
attendedȱOberlinȱCollegeȱ forȱ twoȱyearsǰȱ andȱ thenǰȱbetweenȱŗşŗřȱandȱŗşŗśȱ
finishedȱherȱdegreeȱatȱtheȱTeachersȱCollegeȱatȱColumbiaȱUniversityȱinȱNewȱ
YorkǯȱȱInȱŗşŗşǰȱsheȱreturnedȱtoȱtheȱcityǰȱlivingȱonȱEastȱśŘndȱStreetȱandȱtrainingȱ
toȱbecomeȱaȱ fieldworkerȱ forȱ theȱYoungȱWomenȂsȱChristianȱAssociationǰȱ aȱ
jobȱthatȱhadȱherȱshuttlingȱbetweenȱNewȱYorkȱandȱvariousȱIndianȱboardingȱ
schoolsȱduringȱ theȱearlyȱŗşŘŖsǯȱ ȱAfterȱ aȱbriefȱ stintȱ teachingȱatȱ theȱHaskellȱ
IndianȱBoardingȱSchoolȱinȱLawrenceǰȱKansasǰȱsheȱreturnedȱtoȱNewȱYorkȱyetȱ
againȱ inȱ JanuaryȱŗşŘŞȱ toȱworkȱ forȱ theȱColumbiaȱUniversityȱanthropologistȱ
FranzȱBoasǯȱȱTheȱpositionȬwhichȱwouldȱbeȱcentralȱtoȱEllaȂsȱlifeȱthroughoutȱ
theȱŗşřŖsȱandȱwhichȱwouldȱdefineȱherȱ subsequentȱ careerȬstartedȱ slowlyǰȱ
forȱherȱfatherȂsȱfailingȱhealthȱkeptȱherȱbackȱinȱSouthȱDakotaȱuntilȱtheȱspringȱ
ofȱŗşřŗǯ
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ȱ Howȱwasȱ itȱ thatȱmyȱ radicallyȱperipateticȱgreatȬauntȱmanagedȱ toȱ
createȱaȱ connectionȱbetweenȱmyȱgrandparentsǵȱ ȱWhatȱpossibleȱ linkȱ couldȱ
thereȱbeȱbetweenȱtheȱNewȱYorkȱEastburnsȱandȱtheȱSouthȱDakotaȱDeloriasǵȱȱ
CloseȱyourȱeyesȱandȱimagineǱȱȱitȱisȱaȱwarmȱsummerȱnightȱinȱtheȱlittleȱtownȱ
ofȱSloatsburgǰȱ andȱyouȱareȱwithȱCarrieȱEastburnȱandȱ threeȱofȱherȱ fourȱ
daughtersȬBarbaraǰȱCatherineǰȱandȱPeggyǯȱȱFirefliesȱblinkȱamongȱtheȱtreesȱ
andȱaȱ lowȱmoonȱ risesȱoverȱ theȱRamapoȱmountainsǯȱ ȱDressedȱ inȱaȱbrownȱ
clothȱ Indianȱ costumeǰȱwithȱbeadsȱandȱbadgesȱandȱaȱ singleȱ featherȱ tuckedȱ
uprightȱ inȱherȱheadbandǰȱCarrieȱ leadsȱherȱgirlsȱandȱtheirȱ friendsȱoutȱofȱ theȱ
Eastburnȱhomeǰȱacrossȱ theȱ trimmedȱyardǰȱpastȱ theȱ littleȱvegetableȱgardenȱ
andȱ theȱ carȱbarnǰȱoutȱofȱ theȱmiddleȱ classȱandȱ intoȱanȱ Indianȱwildernessǯȱȱ
Lightingȱtheȱwayȱwithȱherȱtorchǰȱsheȱtakesȱthemȱthroughȱtallȱgrassȱthickȱwithȱ
buzzingsȱandȱchirpingsǰȱalongȱaȱdimlyȱseenȱ footpathǰȱdownȱaȱwindingȱhillȱ
toȱaȱstreamǯȱȱWhispersǰȱaȱgiggleǰȱsilenceǰȱaȱswallowedȱgulpǯȱȱToȱtheȱrightǰȱoffȱ
inȱtheȱdistanceǰȱstandȱtheȱeerieȱstonesȱofȱtheȱSloatȱfamilyȱcemeteryǯȱȱAsȱtheyȱ
makeȱtheirȱwayǰȱtheȱgirlsȱseeȱtheȱshadowyȱflickerȱofȱaȱdistantȱfireǯȱȱSteppingȱ
carefullyȱonȱneatlyȱ spacedȱ riverȱ stonesǰȱ theyȱ crossȱandȱascendȱaȱ smallȱ
hillǯȱ ȱTheȱ fireȬcloserȱ thanȱ itȱ lookedȬleapsȱupȱasȱaȱ figureȱ stirsȱ itǰȱ tossesȱ
onȱanotherȱ logǰȱ andȱ thenȱswiftlyȱdisappearsǯȱ ȱTheȱgirlsȱhaveȱarrivedȱatȱ theȱ
EastburnȱCampȱFireȱringǰȱwhereȱEllaȱDeloriaȱwillȱteachȱthemȱtheȱloreȱofȱtheȱ
DakotaȱSiouxǯŞ

ȱ AccordingȱtoȱBarbaraȱandȱherȱsistersǰȱtheirȱmotherȱCarrieȱEastburnȱ
metȱEllaȱDeloriaȱatȱ aȱdrugstoreǯȱ ȱNoȱoneȱ inȱ theȱ familyȱ rememberedȱhowǰȱ
althoughȱ thereȱwasȱaȱ senseȱ thatȱCarrieȱEastburnȱhadȱheardȱofȱEllaȱandȱ
setȱoutȱ toȱmeetȱherǯȱ ȱNoȱoneȱknowsȱquiteȱwhereǰȱ althoughȱNewȱYorkȱ isȱ
ofȱ courseȱanȱexcellentȱbetǯȱ ȱNoȱoneȱknowsȱexactlyȱwhenǰȱ althoughȱ itȱwasȱ
probablyȱduringȱEllaȂsȱ secondȱstintȱ inȱNewȱYorkȱCityǰȱ inȱ theȱearlyȱŗşŘŖsǯȱȱ
MyȱgreatȬauntȱ certainlyȱendedȱupȱ spendingȱaȱgreatȱdealȱofȱ timeȱwithȱ theȱ
Eastburnȱ familyǰȱ frequentlyȱ journeyingȱoutȱ toȱSloatsburgȱ toȱworkȱwithȱ theȱ
CampȱFireȱGirlsǰȱ remainingȱovernightȱafterȱ theȱ sessionsǰȱ andȱ sometimesȱ
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enjoyingȱEastburnȱhospitalityȱforȱaȱcoupleȱofȱdaysǯȱȱTheȱhomeȱbecameȱoneȱofȱ
theȱmanyȱrefugesȱthatȱEllaȱcultivatedȱoverȱtheȱcourseȱofȱherȱlifeǯȱȱEllaȱbecameȱ
toȱ theȱEastburnȱgirlsȱ aȱ crossȱbetweenȱanȱolderȱ sisterȱ andȱanȱauntȬanȱ
experiencedȱfriendǰȱaȱroleȱmodelǰȱandȱaȱmentorȱofȱsortsǰȱatȱ leastȱonȱmattersȱ
pertainingȱtoȱtheȱIndianȱplayȱthatȱlayȱatȱtheȱheartȱofȱCampȱFireǯȱȱLikeȱmanyȱ
youngȱpeopleȱ inȱ theȱCampȱFireȱGirlsǰȱBoyȱScoutsǰȱ andȱatȱ Indianȱ summerȱ
campsǰȱBarbaraȱandȱherȱ sistersȱwereȱprofoundlyȱandȱemotionallyȱmovedȱ
byȱtheȱceremoniesȱthatȱtookȱplaceȱunderȱtheȱstarsǰȱunderȱtheȱtutelageȱofȱEllaȱ
Deloriaǯȱ ȱ Inȱ returnǰȱEllaȱbroughtȱ theȱgirlsȱwithinȱherȱkinshipȱorbitǰȱ treatingȱ
themȱalmostȱasȱifȱtheyȱwereȱDakotaȱrelativesǯş

ȱ Onȱherȱ firstȱ stintȱ inȱNewȱYorkǰȱmyȱgreatȬauntȱhadȱexperimentedȱ
withȱtheȱgivingȱofȱIndianȱlecturesȱandȱconsultationsǯȱȱHerȱsecondȱresidenceǰȱ
underȱ theȱauspicesȱofȱ theȱYWCAǰȱallowedȱherȱ toȱ fineȱ tuneȱherȱ skillsǰȱwithȱ
theȱEastburnsȱandȱothersǯȱ ȱByȱ theȱ timeȱofȱherȱ thirdȱ residenceȱ inȱ theȱCityǰȱ
sheȱhadȱbecomeȱaȱveteranȱteacherǰȱpageantȱcoordinatorǰȱandȱadministratorǰȱ
andȱ sheȱknewȱexactlyȱhowȱ toȱplayȱ theȱ situationǯȱ ȱEllaȱ foundȱmanyȱpeopleȱ
inȱNewȱYorkȱattractedȱ toȱaȱkindȱofȱ Indianȱexoticismǰȱandȱworkingȱwithȱ
themȱbecameȱsomethingȱofȱanȱeconomicȱnecessityȱduringȱtheȱhardȱyearsȱofȱ
theȱGreatȱDepressionǯȱ ȱ Sheȱposedȱ forȱphotographsȱ inȱaȱbeautifulȱbuckskinȱ
dressǰȱbraidedȱherȱhairǰȱ andȱworeȱbeadedȱ Indianȱheadbandsǯȱ ȱThroughȱ
Churchȱ andȱUniversityǰȱ sheȱ arrangedȱ speechesȱ toȱwomenȂsȱ groupsǰȱ
tutoringȱ sessionsȱwithȱ theȱyoungȱanthropologistsȱwishingȱ toȱ learnȱ theȱ
DakotaȱlanguageǰȱandȱdemonstrationsȱforȱCampȱFireȱgirlsȱandȱotherȱgroupsȱ
interestedȱ inȱȃauthenticȄȱ Indianȱwaysǯȱ ȱ Sheȱdevelopedȱaȱbrochureǰȱkeptȱaȱ
fileȱofȱpressȱclippingsǰȱboughtȱgoodsȱ forȱ resaleȱ fromȱaȱcurioȱcompanyǰȱandȱ
wasȱ sometimesȱ characterizedȬbyȱothersȬnotȱasȱaȱ scholarǰȱbutȱasȱanȱ
entertainerȱorȱperformerǯŗŖ

ȱ InȱAprilȱ ŗşřŗǰȱhoweverǰȱEllaȱwasȱaboutȱ toȱ embarkȱonȱherȱmostȱ
productiveȱperiodȱofȱscholarlyȱresearchǯȱȱSheȱwouldȱworkȱunderȱtheȱtutelageȱ
ofȱFranzȱBoasǰȱaȱmajorȱfigureȱinȱAmericanȱanthropologyǰȱandǰȱlaterǰȱofȱRuthȱ
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Benedictǰȱ surelyȱoneȱofȱ theȱmostȱ importantȱandȱ intriguingȱwomenȱofȱ theȱ
dayǯȱȱAfterȱaȱdecadeȱofȱstrugglesȬwithȱherȱfatherȂsȱailingȱhealthǰȱherȱsisterȂsȱ
unstableȱemotionalȱandȱmentalȱlifeǰȱaȱcrushingȱaccumulationȱofȱdebtǰȱandȱherȱ
brotherȂsȱneedȱforȱfinancialȱsupportȱwhileȱatȱStǯȱStephensȬEllaȱcouldȱnowȱ
envisionȱaȱstableȱfutureǯȱȱȱSheȱcameȱtoȱStǯȱLukeȂsȱChapelȱonȱAprilȱŘŜthǰȱthenǰȱ
feelingȱprideǰȱreliefǰȱandȱhopeǰȱanticipatingȱherȱbrotherȂsȱordinationȱandȱhisȱ
futureȱemploymentȱasȱaȱSouthȱDakotaȱmissionaryǯ
ȱ Theȱ freedomȱEllaȱ sawȱ inȱherȱ futureȱ cameȱatȱ aȱ costǰȱ howeverǰȱ
andȱ thatȱ costȱhadȱeverythingȱ toȱdoȱwithȱ theȱordinationǰȱwhichȱhadȱbeenȱ
acceleratedȱsoȱthatȱmyȱgrandfatherȱVineȱmightȱbeȱallowedȱtoȱreturnȱhomeȱtoȱ
SouthȱDakotaȱtoȱbeȱwithȱhisȱdyingȱfatherǰȱPhilipȱJosephȱDeloriaȬwhoȱEllaȱ
hadȱbeenȱ tendingȱ forȱ theȱ lastȱ twoȱandȱoneȱhalfȱyearsǯŗŗȱ ȱHisȱendȱwasȱnearǰȱ
andȱwithȱitǰȱtheȱconclusionȱofȱEllaȂsȱyearsȱofȱcaregivingȱandȱselfȬdenialǯȱȱMyȱ
greatȬgrandfathersȂsȱ lastȱrequestȱwasȱtoȱseeȱhisȱsonȱstandȱbeforeȱhimȱinȱhisȱ
clericalȱuniformǯȱ ȱEveryoneȱ inȱ theȱEpiscopalȱChurchȱwantedȱ toȱmakeȱ theȱ
eventȱhappenǯȱ ȱ Indeedǰȱ theȱBishopȱofȱSouthȱDakotaȱhimselfǰȱHughȱLatimerȱ
BurlesonǰȱhadȱcomeȱtoȱNewȱYorkȱtoȱconductȱtheȱordinationǯȱȱItȱwasȱaȱseriousȱ
businessǯ
ȱ MyȱgreatȬgrandfatherȱPhilipȱDeloriaȱhadȱbeenȱoneȱofȱ theȱ firstȱ
convertsȱ amongȱ theȱDakotaȱSiouxȱpeopleȱ toȱbeȱ churchȬeducatedȱandȱ thenȱ
ordainedȱasȱaȱministerǯȱ ȱHeȱ representedȱwhatȱhadȱbecomeȱaȱ surprisinglyȱ
effectiveȱeffortȱ toȱ createȱaȱDakotaȱnativeȱ clergyǯȱ ȱAȱpowerfulȱoratorǰȱ theȱ
ChurchȱhadȱsentȱhimȱonȱspeakingȱtoursȱtoȱBostonǰȱNewȱYorkǰȱPhiladelphiaȱ
andȱWashingtonȱDǯCǯȱthatȱhadǰȱbyȱallȱaccountsǰȱbeenȱextraordinaryǯȱȱThoughȱ
heȱ isȱ littleȱ rememberedȱ todayǰȱ inȱ theȱ earlyȱ twentiethȱ centuryǰȱheȱwasȱ
widelyȱ recognizedȱwithinȱChurchȱcirclesǯȱ ȱ Indeedǰȱ ifȱyouȱvisitȱ theȱNationalȱ
CathedralȱinȱWashingtonȱDǯCǯȱtodayǰȱyouȱcanȱstillȱfindǰȱnearȱtheȱbackȱofȱtheȱ
altarǰȱ aȱ smallȱ statueȱofȱhimǰȱ surroundedȱbyȱ similarȱ figuresȬȃprimitivesȄȱ
fromȱ theȱ coloniesȱwhoȱhadȱ foundȱGodȱandȱ thenȱworkedȱ successfullyȱ toȱ
leadȱ theirȱbrethrenȱ intoȱ theȱ lightǯȱ ȱPhilipȱDeloriaȱwasȱvehementȱaboutȱmyȱ
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grandfatherȂsȱ entryȱ intoȱ theȱ clergyȬheȱhatedȱ theȱ thoughtȱofȱVineȱmakingȱ
aȱcareerȱasȱanȱathleteǰȱwhichȱwouldȱhaveȱbeenȱVineȂsȱpreferenceȬandȱitȱisȱ
quiteȱpossibleȱthatȱtheȱoldȱmanȱwilledȱhimselfȱtoȱstayȱaliveȱuntilȱheȱsawȱtheȱ
clericalȱcollarȱthatȱwouldȱlockȱmyȱgrandfatherȱupȱforȱgoodǯȱȱHeȱdiedȱinȱearlyȱ
MayǰȱshortlyȱafterȱfirstȱseeingȱVineȱinȱhisȱclericalsǯ
ȱ FollowingȱtheȱordinationȱceremonyǰȱVineȱsoughtȱoutȱhisȱsistersǰȱEllaȱ
andȱSusieǯȱ ȱHeȱfoundȱthemȱonȱtheȱfrontȱstepsȱofȱStǯȱLukeȂsȱChapelǰȱwaitingȱ
withȱ theȱEastburnȱ familyǰȱwhoȱhadȱventuredȱ inȱ fromȱSloatsburgǯȱ ȱ Iȱhaveȱ
sometimesȱwonderedȱhowȱ itȱhappenedȱbetweenȱVineȱDeloriaǰȱ theȱathleticȱ
ministerǰȱ andȱBarbaraȱEastburnǰȱ theȱ smallȬtownȱNewȱWomanǯȱ ȱDidȱ theirȱ
eyesȱlockȱandȱholdǰȱlikeȱtheȱloversȱatȱfirstȱsightȱtheyȱmightȱhaveȱseenȱatȱtheȱ
movieȱ theaterȱ ǻorȱ inȱ theȱblurryȱprojectionsȱatȱ theȱSloatsburgȱ townȱhallǼǵȱȱ
Didȱ theȱgroupȱspendȱ theȱ rainyȱafternoonȱ togetherǰȱwithȱ theȱ twoȱofȱ themȱ
becomingȱenamoredȱwithȱoneȱanotherȱthroughȱcasualȱconversationsǵȱȱAfterȱ
partingǰȱdidȱheȱ findȱherȱdoggingȱhisȱ thoughtsǵȱ ȱWasȱsheȱ inȱhisȱmindȱasȱheȱ
tookȱtheȱlongȱtrainȱrideȱhomeȱtoȱSouthȱDakotaȱforȱhisȱfinalȱmeetingȱwithȱhisȱ
fatherǵȱ ȱDidȱmyȱgrandmotherȱ feelȱaȱ rushȱofȱdesireȱwhenȱsheȱcontemplatedȱ
himǰȱaȱcomeȬtoȬlifeȱcharacterȱfromȱherȱCampȱFireȱGirlȱpastǵȱȱOrȱperhapsȱtheirȱ
meetingȱwasȱ simplyȱaȱřŖȬsecondȱ introductionǰȱ aȱbriefȱ instantȱ thatȱ leftȱnoȱ
imprintȱonȱtheȱmindȱorȱsoulȱofȱeitherǯ
ȱ Aȱlittleȱoverȱaȱmonthȱlaterǰȱmyȱgrandmotherȱheardȱfromȱherȱfriendȱ
Ellaǰȱwhoȱ reportedȱ thatȱherȱbrotherȱhadȱbeenȱwithȱ theirȱ fatherȱwhenȱheȱ
diedȱandȱhadȱ receivedȱwhateverȱblessingȱheȱhadȱbeenȱableȱ toȱofferǯȱ ȱFreshȱ
fromȱ theȱ funeralǰȱVineȱhadȱ rushedȱbackȱ toȱNewȱYorkȱandȱplungedȱ intoȱ
preparationȱ forȱhisȱ finalȱ examsǯȱ ȱLikeȱ theȱotherȱgraduatesǰȱheȱhadȱbeenȱ
interviewingȱ forȱ churchȱpositionsǰȱ andȱhadȱacceptedȱaȱ jobȱbackȱ inȱSouthȱ
DakotaǯȱȱNowǰȱhoweverǰȱheȱhadȱsomeȱfreeȱtimeȱandȱthoughtȱitȱwouldȱbeȱniceȱ
toȱgetȱtogetherȱwithȱtheȱEastburnsȱagainǯ
ȱ OnȱaȱThursdayȱ inȱearlyȱ JuneǰȱEllaȱ calledȱBarbaraȱatȱworkȱ toȱ sayȱ
thatȱ sheȱandȱVineȱwouldȱ likeȱ toȱ comeȱoutȱ toȱdinnerȱ sometimeǯȱ ȱWouldȱ
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Barbaraȱ talkȱ toȱherȱmotherȱaboutȱ itǰȱ andȱperhapsȱ issueȱanȱ invitationǵȱ ȱ Sheȱ
wouldȱbeȱdelightedȱ toȱdoȱ soǯȱ ȱThatȱ eveningǰȱhoweverǰȱBarbaraȱ tookȱherȱ
regularȱ commuterȱ trainȱhomeȱ toȱ findȱherȱ fatherȱwaitingȱ impatientlyȱatȱ theȱ
stationǯȱ ȱTimeȬandȱ theȱplansȱnotȱyetȱmadeȬseemedȱ toȱhaveȱacceleratedȱ
rapidlyȱoverȱ theȱ courseȱofȱ theȱafternoonǯȱ ȱForȱ someȱ reasonǰȱEllaȱandȱVineȱ
wereȱalreadyȱatȱtheȱhouseǰȱandȱtheȱcontemplatedȱdinnerȱwasȱtoȱbeȱthatȱveryȱ
eveningǯ
ȱ TheȱEastburnsȱhadȱbeenȱhearingȱaboutȱVineȱforȱaȱlongȱtimeǯȱȱȃYouȱ
girlsȱ shouldȱmeetȱmyȱbrotherǰȄȱEllaȱoftenȱ teasedǯȱ ȱ ȃHeȂsȱaȱgreatȱ footballȱ
playerǰȱandȱheȂsȱ justȱupȱ theȱHudsonȱValleyȱaȱ littleȱwayǯȱ ȱVeryȱhandsomeǷȄȱȱȱ
Ellaȱ likedȱ toȱ jokeǰȱ andȱ sheȱ sawȱ theȱEastburnȱgirlsȱ throughȱ theȱprismȱofȱ
DakotaȱkinshipȱrelationsǰȱwhichȱallowedȱexactlyȱthisȱkindȱofȱteasingǯȱȱAsȱforȱ
theȱEastburnsǰȱ theyȱhadȱbecomeȱquiteȱ intriguedȱbyȱmyȱgrandfatherǯȱ ȱTheȱ
familyȱhadȱ invitedȱhimȱ toȱ theirȱhomeȱonȱ severalȱoccasionsǰȱ andȱheȱneverȱ
seemedȱ toȱbeȱavailableǯȱ ȱ Indeedǰȱ atȱoneȱpointǰȱ SamuelȱEastburnȱboughtȱ
ticketsȱforȱaȱWestȱPointȱfootballȱgameǰȱhopingȱtoȱlureȱmyȱgrandfatherǰȱonlyȱ
toȱhaveȱhimȱbegȱoffȱ atȱ theȱ lastȱminuteǯȱ ȱTheȱEastburnsȱbeganȱ teasingȱEllaȱ
inȱ returnǰȱ coylyȱexpressingȱdoubtȱasȱ toȱwhetherȱVineȱ reallyȱ existedǯȱ ȱAndǰȱ
despiteȱtheirȱaffectionȱforȱEllaǰȱ theyȱformedȱanȱungenerousȱopinionȱofȱhimǯȱȱ
ȃWeȱ thoughtȱheȱwasȱkindȱofȱ aȱ snobǰȄȱmyȱgrandmotherȱ recalledǯȱ ȱ ȃQuiteȱ
standoffishȬandȱweȱwereȱpreparedȱnotȱtoȱlikeȱhimǯȄ
ȱ InsteadǰȱVineȱ charmedȱ theȱ entireȱ familyǯȱ ȱ Theȱdinnerȱwasȱ aȱ
fabulousȱ successǯȱ ȱ ȃHeȱ seemedȱ likeȱ realȱgoodȱcompanyǰȄȱmyȱgrandmotherȱ
rememberedǰȱȃcheerfulȱandȱfunȱtoȱbeȱwithǯȄŗŘȱȱHeȱwasȱalsoȱinȱaȱhurryǯȱȱTheȱ
nextȱdayǰȱFridayǰȱVineȱcalledȱBarbaraȱatȱworkȱandȱaskedȱifȱheȱmightȱtakeȱherȱ
homeǯȱ ȱBorrowingȱEllaȂsȱcarǰȱheȱmetȱherȱatȱtheȱofficeǯȱ ȱThatȱnightȱheȱstayedȱ
asȱ theȱEastburnȂsȱguestȱbeforeȱdroppingȱherȱbackȱatȱworkȱ theȱ followingȱ
morningǯȱȱThatȱafternoonȬitȱwasȱbyȱnowȱSaturdayȬheȱbroughtȱherȱhomeȱ
onceȱagainȱandȱthatȱnightȱtheyȱattendedȱaȱdanceȱatȱTuxedoȱHighȱSchoolǰȱherȱ
almaȱmaterǯȱȱAfterwardǰȱtheyȱdroveȱaroundȱaimlesslyȱonȱtheȱtwistyȱroadsȱofȱ
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RocklandȱCountyǰȱandȱheȱtoldȱherȱwhatȱheȱthoughtȱhisȱworkȱwouldȱbeȱlikeǰȱ
servingȱasȱanȱ Indianȱmissionaryȱ inȱSouthȱDakotaǯȱ ȱAndȱBarbaraǰȱ aȱdevoteȱ
Episcopalianȱherselfǰȱmustȱhaveȱ thoughtȱ itȱ soundedȱmoreȱ interestingȱ thanȱ
commutingȱbackȱandȱforthȱtoȱNewȱYorkǯ
ȱ Thatȱnightǰȱheȱproposedȱmarriageǯȱ ȱ ȃAsȱheȱwasȱ leavingȱ theȱnextȱ
dayǰȄȱ sheȱ rememberedǰȱ ȃthereȱwasȱnoȱwayȱ Iȱ couldȱ sayȱ ȁletȂsȱwaitǯȂȄȱ ȱ Sheȱ
acceptedȱhisȱproposalǰȱ allowingȱhisȱhasteǰȱperhapsǰȱ toȱ rushȱherȱ judgmentǯȱȱ
Theyȱpromisedȱ toȱwriteǯȱ ȱOnȱSundayǰȱheȱ returnedȱ toȱNewȱYorkȱCityȱ toȱ
gatherȱhisȱthingsȱandȱboardȱaȱtrainȱforȱPineȱRidgeǰȱSouthȱDakotaǰȱwhereȱheȱ
wouldȱserveȱasȱaȱdeaconȱbeforeȱbeingȱpromotedȱtoȱtheȱclergyȱtheȱfollowingȱ
Novemberǯȱ ȱTogetherǰȱ theyȱhadȱcompletedȱaȱ fullȱ courtshipȱ inȱ theȱ spaceȱofȱ
threeȱdaysǯȱȱItȱhadȱbarelyȱbeenȱsixȱweeksȱsinceȱEllaȱhadȱintroducedȱtheȱtwoǯ

TwoȱRivers

ȱ Andȱsoȱmyȱgrandparentsǰȱinȱwhatȱseemsȱtoȱmeȱaȱrushȱofȱtemporaryȱ
insanityǰȱ agreedȱ toȱ joinȱ theirȱ livesȱ togetherǯȱ ȱToȱ sayȱ thatȱ theyȱȃcameȱ fromȱ
differentȱbackgroundsȄȱisȱanȱunderstatementǯȱ ȱ Inȱfactǰȱ theirȱfamilyȱhistoriesȱ
hadȱbeenȱ screamingȱheadlongȱ inȱoppositeȱdirectionsȱ forȱaȱveryȱ longȱ timeǯȱȱ
Forȱoneȱpeeringȱbackȱ intoȱ timeǰȱyearsȱpilingȱuponȱyearsȱuntilȱ theyȱmassȱ
togetherȱasȱcenturiesǰȱ itȱcanȱbeȱhardȱtoȱbelieveȱthatȱmyȱgrandparentsȱcouldȱ
shareȱ theȱ sameȱuniverseǰȱmuchȱ lessȱ sixȱdecadesȱofȱmarriageǯȱ ȱFromȱ theirȱ
earliestȱ appearancesȱ inȱ theȱ colonialȱ recordǰȱ theȱDeloriaȱandȱSloatȱ familiesȱ
embodiedȱdistinctȱvisionsȱofȱAmericaȱ itselfǰȱ ofȱ theȱpossibilitiesȱofȱ theȱNewȱ
Worldǰȱandȱofȱ theȱwaysȱ inȱwhichȱoneȱmightȱcreateȱaȱgoodȱandȱ justȱ lifeȱ forȱ
oneȂsȱ selfȱ andȱ familyǯȱ ȱThoseȱvisionsȱ tookȱ theirȱ firstȱ shapeȬasȱ theyȱoftenȱ
doȬthroughȱencountersȱwithȱ theȱaboriginalȱpeopleȱwhoȱheldȱ closelyȱ theȱ
soulȱandȱformȱofȱtheȱcontinentǯ
ȱ HereǰȱthenǰȱisȱanȱIndianȱstoryȱǻthoughȱitȱarrivesȱinȱFrenchȱclothingǼǱȱȱ
Theȱ founderȱofȱ theȱSouthȱDakotaȱbranchȱofȱmyȱ familyȱwasȱFrancoisȱDesȱ
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LauriersǰȱpossiblyȱbornȱinȱŗŝŜŗȱatȱFortȱVincennesǰȱ Indianaǰȱ theȱgrandsonȱofȱ
aȱFrenchȱimmigrantȱtoȱQuebecǯȱȱOrȱperhapsȱheȱwasȱaȱschoolteacherȱfromȱStǯȱ
LouisǵȱȱBothȱareȱpossibleǯȱȱHeȱwasȱsurelyȱaȱmemberȱofȱoneȱofȱtheȱsubstantialȱ
numberȱofȱDesȱLauriersȱ familiesȱ scatteredȱaboutȱ theȱoldȱFrenchȱcoloniesǯȱ
ǻOneȱ findsȱ significantȱpocketsȱofȱDeloriasǰȱ forȱ exampleǰȱ inȱupstateȱNewȱ
YorkǰȱnorthernȱMichiganǰȱandȱtheȱMississippiȱvalleyǯǼȱȱTheȱfirstȱDesȱLauriersȱ
generationsȱhadȱhauntedȱ theȱborderlandsȱofȱ theȱeighteenthȱ centuryǰȱ livingȱ
inȱterritoryȱsometimesȱFrenchǰȱsometimesȱBritishǰȱsometimesȱAmericanǰȱandȱ
alwaysȱIndianǯȱȱFrancoisȱDesȱLauriersȱseemsȱtoȱhaveȱheadedȱupȱtheȱMissouriȱ
Riverȱ inȱ theȱŗŝŞŖsǰȱ findingȱaȱplaceȱ forȱhimselfȱ amongȱ theȱ Ihanktonwonȱorȱ
YanktonȱSiouxǯȱȱLikeȱsoȱmanyȱFrenchmenȱmovingȱintoȱtheȱcontinentȂsȱinteriorǰȱheȱ
likelyȱworkedȱasȱaȱtraderȱorȱtrapperǯȱȱLikeȱsoȱmanyȱtrappersȱandȱtradersǰȱthatȱ
meantȱ takingȱanȱ Indianȱwifeȱandȱopeningȱhimselfȱupȱ toȱanȱ Indianȱworldǯȱȱ
Suchȱaȱmarriageȱ immediatelyȱ tiedȱaȱFrenchȱ strangerȱ intoȱaȱkinshipȱgroupȱ
andȱaȱcommunityǯȱȱByȱbecomingȱȃkinǰȄȱDesȱLauriersȱtheȱtraderȱwouldȱhaveȱ
anȱ immediateȱnetworkȱofȱYanktonȱ tradingȱpartnersǰȱ andȱ thoseȱconnectionsȱ
wouldȱ spreadȱoutwardǰȱ asȱ theȱYanktonsȱ linkedȱ toȱ broaderȱ exchangeȱ
networksȱtoȱtheȱEastȱandȱWestǰȱandȱupȱandȱdownȱtheȱMissouriǯȱȱAsȱaȱhunterȱ
andȱ trapperǰȱDesȱLauriersȱwouldȱhaveȱ reliedȱuponȱhisȱwifeȱ forȱ theȱhardȱ
workȱofȱprocessingȱmeatǰȱrobesǰȱandȱfurȬtheȱbutcheringǰȱdryingǰȱscrapingǰȱ
cookingǰȱsofteningǰȱcuttingǰȱsewingǰȱandȱbundlingȱallȱbelongedȱtoȱherǯ
ȱ Andȱwhyȱwouldȱ sheȱandȱherȱ familyȱhaveȱ consideredȱhimȱworthȱ
theirȱwhileǵȱ ȱDesȱLauriersȱwouldȱhaveȱopenedȱ themȱupȱ toȱanȱequallyȱ
desirableȱsetȱofȱconnectionsǰȱoneȱthatȱfunneledȱgoodsȱfromȱStǯȱLouisȱupȱtheȱ
Missouriȱ intoȱ IndianȱCountryǯȱ ȱAndȱwhileȱ theȱYanktonsȱ surelyȱ recognizedȱ
thatȱDesȱLauriersȱwasȱdifferentǰȱ theyȱdidȱnotȱ thinkȱ inȱ termsȱofȱ ȃraceǰȄȱasȱ
weȱunderstandȱitȱ todayǯȱ ȱTheyȱwereȱpartȱofȱoneȱofȱtheȱlargestȱIndianȱsocialȱ
collectivesȱonȱ theȱ continentǰȱ interlockedȱgroupsȱ thatȱwarredǰȱ tradedǰȱ andȱ
intermarriedȱacrossȱ theȱ interiorǰȱ fromȱ theȱGreatȱLakesȱ toȱ theȱRockiesȱandȱ
fromȱ theȱCanadianȱ lakesȱandȱbaysȱ toȱ theȱGreatȱPlainsǯȱ ȱTheyȱwereȱwellȱ
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accustomedȱtoȱbringingȱstrangersȱintoȱtheirȱworldȱandȱmakingȱitȱstickǯŗř

ȱ FrancoisȱDesȱLauriersȱandȱhisȱYanktonȱwifeȱ setȱ aboutȱ creatingȱaȱ
mixedȬbloodȱ familyȱ thatȱwouldǰȱ inȱ theȱnextȱgenerationsǰȱgoȱ largelyȱnativeǯȱȱ
ȃDesȱLauriersȄȱwouldȱbeȱȃDakotaȬcizedȄȱ intoȱȃDeloriaȄȱ ǻthoughȱvariantȱ
Frenchȱ spellingsȱ continuedȱ toȱ cropȱupȱ forȱ severalȱdecadesǼǰȱwhileȱ theȱ
nameȱȃFrancoisȄȱ softenedȱ towardsȱaȱSiouxȱpronunciationǱȱ ȃSasweǯȄȱ ȱThisȱ
firstȱFrancoisȱDesȱLauriersȱwasȱprobablyȱ theȱgrandfatherȱ ǻyesǰȱ thereȱ isȱ
theȱ tiniestȱ touchȱofȱuncertaintyǱȱheȱmightȱhaveȱbeenȱ theȱ fatherǼȱofȱSasweǰȱ
myȱgreatȬgreatȱgrandfatherǰȱwhoȱwasȱalsoȱknownȱasȱFrankǰȱFrancisǰȱ andȱ
FrancoisȱDeloriaǯȱ ȱ Ifȱ oneȱwereȱ countingȱbloodȱquantumȱ ǻaȱproblematicȱ
categoryǰȱbutȱoneȱ thatȱ remainsȱvisibleȱandȱ importantȱ inȱNativeȱAmericaǼȱ
thisȱ firstȱFrancoisȂsȱsonǰȱFrancisȱXavierȱDesȱLauriersǰȱwouldȱhaveȱbeenȱhalfȱ
IndianȱandȱhalfȱFrenchǯȱȱAndȱthusȱSasweȱǻwhoseȱmotherǰȱMazaicuwinǰȱwasȱ
fromȱ theȱnorthernȱpartsȱofȱ theȱMissouriǼȱwouldȱhaveȱbeenȱ threeȱquartersȱ
SiouxǯȱȱHisȱsonǰȱPhilipȱJosephȬmyȱgrandfatherȂsȱfatherȬwouldȱhaveȱbeenȱ
sevenȱeighthsǯȱȱTheȱgenealogyȱisȱconfusingǰȱforȱeveryoneȱinȱtheȱfamilyȱseemsȱ
toȱbeȱnamedȱFrancoisǰȱPhilipǰȱorȱVineǯ

ŗǯȱFrancoisȱDesȱLauriers
ŘǯȱFrancoisȱXavierȱDesȱLauriers
řǯȱFrancoisȱDeloriaȱǽŗŞŗŜȬŗŞŝŜǾȱǻalsoȱSasweǰȱEȬhaȬweȬchaȬshaǼ
ŚǯȱPhilipȱJosephȱDeloriaȱǽŗŞśřȬŗşřŗǾȱǻalsoȱTipiȱSapaǼ
śǯȱVineȱDeloriaȱSrǯȱǽŗşŖŗȬŗşşŖǾȬBarbaraȱEastburnȱǽŗşŖŞȬŗşşŖǾȱ
ȱ ȱ ŜǯȱVineȱDeloriaȱJrǯȱǽŗşřřȬŘŖŖśǾȱ
ȱ ȱ ŝǯȱPhilipȱJǯȱDeloriaȱǽŗşśşȬǾ

Fig. 1. Framework Deloria Genealogy; seven generations, primarily oldest sons.

ȱ Whatȱmattersȱ asȱmuchȱasȱbloodȱquantumȱ isȱ thatȱ theȱDeloriasȱ
gaveȱ themselvesȱupȱ toȱ theȱSiouxȱworldǯȱ ȱThoughȱalwaysȱ recognizedȱasȱ
mixedȱbloodsȱandȱboundaryȱ crossersǰȱ theyȱ foughtǰȱparleyedǰȱmarriedǰȱ
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andȱvisionȱquestedȱasȱ Indianȱpeopleǯȱ ȱ Sasweȱoccupiedȱaȱ subtleȱ terrainǰȱ
richȱwithȱ socialȱ complicationǯŗŚȱ ȱ Forȱyearsǰȱheȱ livedȱonȱȃDeloriaȂsȱ IslandȄȱ
inȱ theȱMissouriȱRiverǰȱ cuttingȱandȱ sellingȱ firewoodȱ toȱpassingȱAmericanȱ
steamshipsǯȱ ȱHeȱwasȱatȱ theȱ sameȱ timeȱaȱ spiritualȱ leaderǰȱordainedȱ throughȱ
theȱ powerȱ flowingȱ fromȱ aȱmedicineȱ visionǰȱwithȱ hisȱ spiritualȱ giftsȱ
demonstratedȱ repeatedlyȱ toȱ theȱpeopleȱwhoȱ recognizedȱhisȱ authorityǯȱȱ
YetȱSasweȱalsoȱacceptedȱ theȱappointmentsȱofȱvariousȱ Indianȱagentsȱ toȱ
serveȱasȱ theȱgovernmentȬdesignatedȱ leaderȱofȱ theȱȃhalfȱbreedȄȱbandȱofȱ
theȱYanktonǯȱ ȱThoughȱ theseȱappointmentsȱmeshedȱwithȱ theȱpoliticalȱ andȱ
spiritualȱ leadershipȱheȱalreadyȱexercisedǰȱ someȱSiouxȱpeopleȱ todayȱmightȱ
wellȱviewȱhimȱasȱaȱcollaboratorǯȱȱWhenǰȱinȱŗŞśŞǰȱheȱtraveledȱtoȱWashingtonȱ
withȱStruckȬbyȬtheȬReeȱandȱ theȱYanktonȱdelegationǰȱSasweȱ foundȱhimselfȱ
helpingȱtoȱnegotiateȬandȱthenȱsigningȬanȱenormousȱlandȱcessionȱtreatyǰȱ
inȱwhichȱ theȱYanktonsȱgaveȱupȱoverȱŗŗȱmillionȱacresȱandȱagreedȱ toȱ liveȱ
onȱaȱ reservationȱŗȦŘŜthȱ thatȱ sizeǯŗśȱ ȱDidȱSasweȱȃresistȄȱ theȱ impositionȱofȱ
federalȱpowerǵȱ ȱWasȱheȱaȱ realistȱ concerningȱ theȱ futureǵȱ ȱAȱcollaboratorǵȱȱ
WhoseȱinterestsȱdidȱheȱhaveȱatȱheartǵȱȱItȱisȱimpossibleȱtoȱknowȱwhatȱheȱwasȱ
thinkingǰȱandȱthisȱimpossibilityȱisǰȱinȱfactǰȱquiteȱmaddeningǯ
ȱ Whenȱheȱ signedȱ theȱ treatyǰȱ thoughǰȱheȱdidȱnotȱuseȱ theȱFrenchȬȱ
DakotaȱnameȱSasweǰȱbutȱ ratherȱEȬhaȬweȬchaȬshaǰȱ ǻTheȱOwlȱManǼǰȱ aȱnameȱ
thatȱ cameȱ fromȱhisȱvisionǯȱ ȱ Iȱ likeȱ toȱ thinkȱofȱ itȱ asȱ aȱgestureȱaffirmingȱhisȱ
YanktonȱallegiancesȱandȱhisȱDakotaȱSiouxȱ identityǯȱ ȱ SasweȱwasȱaȱYuwipiȱ
manǰȱwhichȱmeantȱ thatȱheȱ couldȱbeȱ tiedȱupȱ tightlyǰȱwrappedȱ inȱ robesȱandȱ
blanketsǰȱboundȱagainǰȱ thenȱ leftȱ inȱaȱdarkenedȱ roomǯȱ ȱ Spiritȱ lightsȱwouldȱ
danceȱaroundȱhimǰȱandȱonlyȱ instantsȱ laterǰȱwithȱ theȱhelpȱofȱ theȱ spiritsǰȱheȱ
wouldȱwalkȱoutȱofȱ theȱ roomȱknowingȱ theȱ locationȱofȱ lostȱobjectsǰȱwhileȱ
leavingȱbehindȱpreciselyȱfoldedȱblanketsȱandȱcoiledȱropesǯȱȱSasweȱworeȱredȱ
moccasinsǰȱwithȱaȱhawkȱbeadedȱonȱoneȱfootȱandȱanȱowlȱonȱtheȱotherǲȱwhenȱ
heȱwasȱinȱtheȱmiddleȱofȱaȱceremonyǰȱheȱcouldȱmoveȱhisȱfootȱandȱonlookersȱ
wouldȱhearȱeachȱbirdȱcallȱinȱaȱspiritȱvoiceǯȱȱWhenȱheȱlookedȱintoȱhisȱcoffeeǰȱ
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heȱsawȱtheȱfacesȱofȱfourȱmenȱheȱhadȱkilledǯ
ȱ Thisȱwasȱ theȱworldȱofȱmyȱgrandfatherȂsȱ grandfatherǯȱ ȱ Itȱwasȱ
powerfulǰȱ realǰȱ andȱmysteriousǯȱ ȱMyȱgrandfatherȱunderstoodȱ itȱ farȱbetterȱ
thanȱ Iǯȱ ȱMyȱownȱfatherǰȱ speedingȱalongȱaȱbackȱroadȱ inȱSouthȱDakotaǰȱonceȱ
crestedȱaȱhillȱ toȱ findȱaȱgauntletȱofȱowlsȱ sittingȱonȱ theȱ fencesȱonȱbothȱ sidesȱ
ofȱ theȱ roadǰȱ staringȱatȱhimǯȱ ȱHundredsȱofȱowlsǰȱheȱ saidǯȱ ȱMyȱgrandfatherȱ
experiencedȱequallyȱ curiousȱ thingsǯȱ ȱBeneathȱhisȱ sincereȱChristianityǰȱheȱ
knewȱ thisȱDakotaȱworldȱasȱanȱongoingȱpossibilityǰȱ transcendingȱ theȱ timeȱ
andȱspaceȱofȱtheȱchurchȱandȱtheȱcityǯ
ȱ HereȱthenȱisȱanȱIndianȱstoryȱthatȱarcsȱacrossȱtimeȱandȱgenerationsǯȱȱ
Norȱ isȱ itȱ simplyȱanȱȃIndianȄȱ ǻorȱaȱFrenchǼȱstoryǯȱ ȱMyȱgrandfatherȂsȱhistoryȱ
isȱoneȱofȱcountlessȱNorthȱAmericanȱstoriesȬbigȱandȱsurprisinglyȱfrequentȱ
storiesȱaboutȱcrossingȱoverǰȱbecomingȱǻmostlyǰȱbutȱperhapsȱnotȱcompletelyǼȱ
Nativeǰȱoccupyingȱ theȱ sameȱsocialȱ andȱculturalȱ spaceȱasȱ Indianȱpeopleǰȱonȱ
Indianȱ termsǰȱandȱ inȱ theȱprocessȱcreatingȱsomethingȱnewǯȱ ȱMyȱgrandfatherȱ
wasȱ theȱdistilledȱproductȱofȱ aȱwholeȱwayȱofȱmovingȱcomplexlyȱ throughȱ
theȱworldǰȱwithȱallȱmannerȱofȱopeningsȱ intoȱ complicationȱandȱpossibilityȱ
thatȱcameȱtoȱaȱfineȱpointȱinȱhisȱpersonǯȱ ȱAsȱwithȱSasweȱandȱtheȱŗŞśŞȱtreatyȱ
negotiationsǰȱ theȱ Indiannessȱatȱ theȱheartȱofȱ thatȱworldȱmeantȱ thatȱwhenȱ itȱ
cameȱtoȱsocialǰȱpoliticalǰȱandȱeconomicȱissuesǰȱmyȱgrandfatherȂsȱfamilyȱwasȱ
usuallyȱonȱtheȱlosingȱsideȱofȱthingsǯ

ȱ TheȱŗŞśŞȱYanktonȱaccordǰȱitȱturnsȱoutǰȱisȱnotȱtheȱonlyȱIndianȱtreatyȱ
inȱmyȱ familyȂsȱ archiveǯȱ ȱVineȱandȱEllaȱDeloriaȱwereȱnotȱ theȱonlyȱ Indianȱ
peopleȱgracingȱmyȱgrandmotherȂsȱpastȱandȱpresentǯȱȱTheȱIndianȱceremoniesȱ
ofȱCampȱFireȱwereȱnotȱtheȱonlyȱfantasiesȱuponȱwhichȱBarbaraȱSloatȱEastburnȱ
mightȱworkȱherȱ imaginationǯȱ ȱAndȱMazaicuwinȱandȱEȬhaȬweȬchaȬshaȱ
wereȱnotȱ theȱonlyȱ Indianȱnamesȱ toȱbeȱ carriedȱ intoȱ theȱ futureȱasȱ emblemsȱ
ofȱ theȱpastǯȱ ȱThereȱwereȱalsoȱManisȱandȱSewesǰȱWackenǰȱAyroǰȱandȱothersǰȱ
membersȱofȱ theȱMinsiȱbandȱofȱ theȱLeniȱLenapeǰȱ theȱpeopleȱwhoȱhadȱonceȱ
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ownedȱtheȱ landȱ thatȱcameȱ toȱbearȱ theȱnameȱSloatsburgǰȱandȱwhoȱputȱ theirȱ
namesȱtoȱaȱdifferentȱdocumentȱofȱdispossessionǯȱȱHereǰȱthenǰȱisȱanotherȱkindȱ
ofȱIndianȱstoryǯ
ȱ TheȱSloatȱ familyȂsȱ ȃIndianȱdeedȄȱdatesȱ toȱŗŝřŝǰȱwhenȱ theȱDutchȱ
settlerȱWynnantȱVanȱGelderȱpurchasedȱaȱpieceȱofȱpropertyȱ inȱ theȱRamapoȱ
Riverȱvalleyȱ fromȱ theȱȃnaturalȱproprietorsǰȱManisǰȱWackenǰȱSewesǰȱAyroǰȱ
andȱNakamaǯȄȱ ȱPassedȱwithȱ careȱdownȱ throughȱmyȱgrandmotherȂsȱ lineǰȱ
firstȱ asȱhandwrittenȱ copiesǰȱ thenȱasȱ theȱ typescriptȱ thatȱ survivesȱ todayǰȱ theȱ
deedȱreflectsȱanotherȱkindȱofȱAmericanȱstoryȱasȱwellǯȱ ȱTheȱparcelȱofȱlandȱisȱ
firstȱdescribedȱinȱtheȱvagueǰȱimpermanentȱlanguageȱofȱȃmetesȱandȱboundsȄȱ
surveyingȱ ǻIȱhaveȱ tidiedȱupȱ theȱ languageǰȱwhichȱ isȱphoneticallyȱ spelledǰȱ
DutchȬinflectedǰȱandȱdevoidȱofȱpunctuationǼǱȱ

ȃBeginningȱatȱaȱ rockǰȱ soȱalongȱ theȱmountainȱ toȱaȱwhiteȱoakȱ treeȱmarkedȱonȱ fourȱ
sidesǯȱ ȱFromȱthereǰȱallȱalongȱtheȱlineȱofȱJohnȱǻǵǼȱtoȱaȱblackȱoakȱtreeȱmarkedǯȱ ȱFromȱ
thereǰȱcrossȱtheȱriverȱtoȱaȱbrookȱbyȱanȱaustreeȱstandingȱonȱtheȱEastȱsideȱofȱtheȱbrookǯȱȱ
Fromȱ thereȱallȱ alongȱ theȱbrookȱagainstȱ theȱ streamȱ toȱaȱwhiteȱpineȱ treeȱmarkedȱ
onȱ fourȱ sidesǯȱ ȱFromȱ thereȱ toȱaȱbrookǲȱ soȱalongȱ theȱbrookȱagainstȱ theȱ streamȱ toȱaȱ

hakkerreȱtreeȱmarkedȱonȱfourȱsidesǯȄŗŜ

Itȱ isȱ aȱ cozyȱkindȱofȱ languageǰȱoverflowingȱwithȱ theȱ localȱknowledgeȱofȱ
peopleȱ existingȬorȱhopingȱ toȱ existȬinȱ theirȱ landscapeȱ soȱ fullyȱ thatȱ theyȱ
understoodȱwhichȱwhiteȱoakȱ treeǰȱwhichȱ rockǰȱwhichȱmountainǰȱwhichȱ
brookȱwereȱtoȱmarkȱtheȱboundariesǯȱȱItȱwasȱofȱcourseȱaȱlanguageȱdisastrousȱ
inȱ itsȱ imprecisionǰȱparticularlyȱwhenȱ itȱwasȱaskedȱ toȱ functionȱoutsideȱ
localȱunderstandingsǯȱ ȱAndȱyetȱ itȱ almostȱ suggestsȱgentlenessǰȱ aȱ reciprocityȱ
betweenȱManisȱandȱVanȱGelderȱbasedȱuponȱaȱsharedȱexperienceȱofȱtheȱlandǯ
ȱ Butȱnotȱ allȱ theȱwordsȱareȱ soȱ intimateǯȱ ȱAsȱ theȱdeedȱ turnsȱ toȱ theȱ
questionȱofȱpossessionǰȱtheȱlanguageȱshiftsǯȱȱItȱbecomesȱtheȱlanguageȱofȱlawǰȱ
aȱ frighteningȱprecisionȱofȱwordsȱguaranteedȱ toȱclaimȱ landȱuntilȱ riversȱstopȱ
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runningȱandȱgrassȱstopsȱgrowingǯȱȱTheȱIndiansǰȱtheȱdeedȱsaysǰȱ

ȃhaveȱ fromȱgenerationȱ toȱgenerationȱheldȱ theȱ sameȱ inȱpeaceableȱ andȱquietȱ
possessionȱwithoutȱ theȱmolestationȱofȱanyȱprinceȱorȱpotentateȱwhatsoeverǯȱ ȱNowȱ
beȱitȱknownȱtoȱallȱpeopleȱandȱnationsȱuntoȱwhomȱthisȱpresentȱwritingȱshallȱorȱmayȱ
comeȱthatȱIǰȱtheȱsaidȱManisǰȱbyȱandȱwithȱtheȱconsentȱofȱmyȱfriendsȱandȱrelationsǰȱasȱ
ourȱmannerȱisȱǻvizȱWackenǰȱSewesǰȱAyroǰȱNakamaǼȱhaveȱgivenǰȱgrantedǰȱandȱfreelyȱ
conveyedȱandȱforȱdiverseȱvaluableȱconsiderationsȱthereuntoȱgiveǰȱgrantǰȱandȱmakeȱ
overȱuntoȱWynnantȱVanȱGelderȱandȱallȱhisȱheirsȱandȱassignsȱforȱeverȱallȱthatȱpieceȱorȱ
parcelǯȄ

Myȱfrightȱatȱ theȱ languageȱ comesȱonȱbehalfȱofȱManisȱandȱhisȱpeopleǰȱ andȱ
itȱ springsȱ fromȱmyȱknowledgeȱofȱhowȱ theȱ subsequentȱ centuriesȱunfoldedǰȱ
asȱaȱ continentalȱdispossessionȱ thatȱpassesȱ straightȱ throughȱ theȱYanktonȱ
treatyȱbearingȱ theȱnameȱofȱ theȱOwlȱManǯȱ ȱ ǻLikeȱ theȱYanktonsǰȱ itȱ isȱquiteȱ
possibleȱ thatȱManisȱandȱhisȱpeopleȱ signedȱ theȱdeedȱunderȱduressǰȱ andȱ
quiteȱ likelyȱ thatȱ theyȱdidȱnotȱ takeȱ theȱ sameȱmeaningsȱasȱdidȱWynnantȱ
VanȱGelderǯȱ ȱAllȱ tooȱoftenǰȱ IndiansȬparticularlyȱ inȱ theȱearlyȱyearsȱofȱ
treatyȬmakingȬunderstoodȱ thatȱ theyȱwereȱagreeingȱ toȱ shareȱuseȱofȱ theȱ
landǰȱnotȱtoȱconveyȱownershipǯǼȱȱWithȱaȱsetȱofȱpersonalȱmarksȱatȱtheȱendȱofȱ
theȱdocumentǰȱhoweverǰȱManisȱandȱhisȱpeopleȱhadȱgivenȱupȱforȱallȱtimeȱtheȱ
tractȱofȱlandȱthatȱwasȱtoȱbecomeȱSloatsburgǰȱNewȱYorkǯ
ȱ MyȱgrandfatherȂsȱpeopleȱwentȱnativeȱandȱ foundȱ themselvesȱonȱ
theȱwrongȱendȱofȱ suchȱaȱ treatyǲȱmyȱgrandmotherȂsȱ ancestorsȱ enjoyedȱ theȱ
fruitsȱofȱcolonizationǯȱ ȱHereȱ isȱhowȱtheȱ landȱandȱtheȱ familyȱcameȱtogetherǯȱȱ
Aȱmanȱnamedȱ JanȱPietersonȱSlotȱ arrivedȱ inȱ theȱNewȱWorldȱ sometimeȱ
aroundȱŗŜśŖǰȱandȱsettledȱatȱCorleerȂsȱHookǰȱnearȱwhatȱisȱtodayȱtheȱBrooklynȱ
Bridgeǯȱ ȱTheseȱwereȱ theȱDutchȱNewȱAmsterdamȱcolonyȂsȱmostȱ turbulentȱ
yearsǰȱ andȱSlotȱwasȱprobablyȱaskedȱ ǻasȱmostȱDutchȱcolonistsȱwereǼȱ toȱ raidȱ
againstȱIndianȱpeopleȱalongȱtheȱHudsonȱRiverǯȱȱThroughoutȱtheȱseventeenthȱ
centuryǰȱ theȱDutchȱhadȱbeenȱwranglingȱwithȱ theȱ largeȱnumberȱofȱnativeȱ
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groupsȱalongȱ theȱ coastȱ andȱupȱ theȱ riverǯȱ ȱByȱ theȱmiddleȱofȱ theȱ centuryǰȱ
landȱpurchasesǰȱ tradeȱdifferencesǰȱ anȱexpandingȱpopulationǰȱ andȱ foolishlyȱ
aggressiveȱ colonialȱpoliciesȱhadȱ ledȱ toȱaȱ stateȱofȱnearȬconstantȱ conflictǯȱȱ
ByȱŗŜŜŚǰȱhoweverǰȱwhenȱ theȱDutchȱgaveȱwayȱ toȱ theȱEnglishǰȱdiseaseȱandȱ
warfareȱhadȱbegunȱ toȱ reduceȱ Indianȱnumbersȱandȱ resistanceȱ significantlyǯȱ
Theȱwayȱwasȱnotȱexactlyȱclearȱforȱterritorialȱexpansionǰȱbutȱitȱwasȱnearlyȱsoǯ
ȱ JanȱPietersonȱSlotȱ joinedȱ theȱmovementȱofȱ smallȱ freeholdȱ farmsǰȱ
occupiedȱbyȱDutchǰȱFlemishǰȱHuguenotǰȱ ScotsǰȱPuritansȱandȱothersǰȱ thatȱ
spreadȱwestwardȱacrossȱNewȱ Jerseyǰȱnorthȱ intoȱ theȱHudsonȱRiverȱValleyǰȱ
andȱsouthȱtowardȱtheȱDelawareǯȱȱSlotȱrelocatedȱhisȱfamilyȱtoȱtheȱareaȱaroundȱ
whatȱisȱnowȱBergenǰȱNewȱJerseyǰȱwhereȱhisȱsonǰȱPieterȱJansonȱSlotǰȱalsoȱtookȱ
upȱaȱ farmǯȱ ȱTheseȱmovesǰȱ soȱ liberatingȱ forȱ theȱSlotȱgenerationsȱandȱotherȱ
settlersǰȱdemandedȱthatȱIndianȱpeopleȱlikeȱtheȱMinsiǰȱdiminishedȱinȱnumbersȱ
andȱcontrolledȱpoliticallyȱandȱmilitarilyǰȱgiveȱupȱwhatȱ landȱ remainedȱ toȱ
themǯȱ ȱThroughoutȱ theȱ lateȱseventeenthȱandȱearlyȱeighteenthȱcenturiesǰȱ theȱ
areaȱbrimmedȱwithȱchaosǰȱasȱspeculatorsȱboughtȱfromȱIndiansǰȱdividedȱandȱ
subdividedȱparcelsǰȱandȱcycledȱthemȱthroughȱtheȱrealȱestateȱmarketǯ

ŗǯȱJanȱPietersonȱSlotȱǽȓŗŜŘŖǾ
ŘǯȱPieterȱJansonȱSlotȱǽȓŗŜŚŖȬŗŜşŘǾ
řǯȱJacobusȱSlotȱǽŗŜŜşȬǵǾ
ŚǯȱJohannesȱSlotȱǽŗŜşşȬǵǾ
śǯȱStevenȱSlootȱǽŗŝŘŜȬŗŞŖŜǾȬMaretjeȱVanȱDuesenȱǽŗŝŘşȬŗŞŖŝǾ
ŜǯȱIsaacȱǽŗŝśŞȬŗŞŘŗǾȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ ȱ andȱ     JohnȱSloatȱǽŗŝśŜȬŗŝŞŗǾȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ŝǯȱStephenȱǽŗŝŞşȬŗŞśŝǾȱandȱJacobȱǽŗŝşŘȬŗŞśŞǾ　  JohnȱDrakeȱSloatȱǽŗŝŞŗȬŗŞŜŗǾ
Şǯȱȱ 　　HenryȱRansomȱSloatȱǽŗŞřŞȬŗşŖśǾ
şǯȱȱ 　　CarrieȱLouiseȱSloatȱǽŗŞŞŖȬŗşŜřǾȬSamuelȱEastburnȱǽŗŞŝŘȬŗşŚŜǾ
ŗŖǯȱȱ ȱ ȱ 　　BarbaraȱSloatȱEastburnȬVineȱDeloriaȱSrǯ

Fig 2.  Framework Sloat Genealogy; 10 generations, primarily sons
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ȱ WhenȱWynnantȱVanȱGelderȱ transferredȱ theȱ titleȱ ofȱ theȱMinsiȱ
parcelȱ toȱhisȱneighborȱandȱsonȬinȬlawȱIsaacȱVanȱDuesenȱ inȱŗŝŚŝǰȱheȱsignedȱ
ǻlikeȱManisȱandȱhisȱpeopleǼȱonlyȱwithȱaȱpersonalȱmarkǯȱ ȱAndȱsoȱ tooȱdidȱ
VanȱDuesenȱwhenȱheȱturnedȱtheȱ landȱoverȱagainȱ inȱŗŝŜřȱtoȱhisȱsonȬinȬlawǰȱ
StevenȱSlottȱ ǻorȱ sometimesȱSlootǼǯȱ ȱTheȱ sonȱofȱPieterȱ JansonȱSlotǰȱ Stevenȱ
SlottȱhadȱmarriedȱVanȱDuesenȂsȱdaughterȱMaretjaȱ inȱŗŝśřȱandȱmovedȱ toȱ
hisȱ fatherȬinȬlawȂsȱholdingsȱ inȱ theȱRamapoȱValleyǯȱ ȱTenȱyearsȱ laterǰȱ theȱ
VanȱGelderȱlandȱpassedȱtoȱhimǯȱȱInsteadȱofȱputtingȱtheȱlandȱonȱtheȱblockȱorȱ
passingȱ itȱalongȱasȱaȱdowryǰȱSlottȱgaveȱ itȱhisȱownȱnameȱ ǻuponȱwhichȱ timeȱ
hadȱworkedȱchangesȱinȱtheȱformȱofȱanȱadditionalȱletterȱȃtȄȱorǰȱoccasionallyǰȱ
anȱadditionalȱ ȃoȄǲȱ theȱ transformationȱ toȱSloatȱ followedȱcloselyȱ thereafterǼǯȱȱ
Heȱ soughtȱ toȱ createȱaȱ smallȱvillageȬSloatsburgȬatȱaȱplaceȱwhereȱStonyȱ
BrookȱgaveȱitselfȱupȱtoȱtheȱRamapoȱRiverǯŗŝȱ

ȱ Iȱwonderȱ ifȱmyȱ grandmotherȱ everȱ recountedȱ theȱ historyȱ ofȱ
Sloatsburgȱ toȱmyȱgrandfatherǰȱorȱ ifȱheȱ everȱdiscussedȱ theȱYanktonȱ treatiesȱ
withȱherǯȱ ȱ Iȱwonderȱ ifȱ theyȱ comparedȱnotesǰȱ andȱmarveledȱatȱ theȱwayȱ theȱ
Deloriasȱbecameȱwellȱknownȱamongȱaȱdispossessedȱpeopleǰȱwhileȱ theȱ
Sloatsȱrecededȱintoȱanonymityȱevenȱasȱtheyȱappearedȱinȱalmostȱeveryȱsingleȱ
chapterȱofȱtheȱmostȱfamiliarȱAmericanȱstoriesȱeverȱtoldǯȱ

ȱ TheȱRamapoȱ isȱ aȱhillyȱ countryǰȱwithȱ roundedȱstonyȱpeaksȬBaldȱ
MountainǰȱHighȱTorneǰȱTableȱRockǰȱRaccoonȱBrookȱHillȬloomingȱoverȱ
theȱ carvedȱvalleysǯȱ ȱBelowȱ theȱ rockyȱ summitsǰȱgrovesȱofȱpineǰȱoakǰȱmapleǰȱ
andȱotherȱhardwoodsȱsweptȱtheȱhillsǯȱȱAndȱatȱtheȱbottomȱofȱtheȱvalleysǰȱtheȱ
MahwahǰȱSaddleǰȱandȱRamapoȱRiversȱcollectedȱtheȱclearȬwaterȱstreamsȱandȱ
brooksȱ thatȱ flowedȱ fromȱmountainȱ lakesǯȱ ȱLongȱSwampǰȱDelanyȱSwampǰȱ
CranberryȱPondǰȱ andȱnumerousȱotherȱbogsȱ testifiedȱ toȱ theȱpoorlyȬdrainedȱ
basinsȱ thatȱdottedȱ theȱ rockyȱ landscapeǯȱ ȱTheȱRamaposȱareȱnotȱquiteȱasȱ
mysteriouslyȱgloomyȱasȱWashingtonȱ IrvingȂsȱCatskillsǰȱ butȱ theyȱareȱnotȱ
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farȱ removedǯȱ ȱThereȱ isȱ littleȱ aboutȱ theȱ landscapeǰȱwithȱ itsȱ angularȱ terrainǰȱ
shallowȱsoilsǰȱandȱrockyȱpromontoriesȱthatȱsaysǰȱȃfarmȱmeǷȄ
ȱ Andȱyetǰȱ thatȱ isȱ exactlyȱwhatȱ theȱ firstȱEuropeansȬincludingȱ
theȱSloatsȬsetȱoutȱ toȱdoǯȱ ȱTheyȱmadeȱ farmsǰȱ clearingȱ fieldsȱofȱ stonesȱandȱ
stumpsǰȱ andȱ stackingȱ theȱ formerȱupȱ intoȱ shortȱ stoneȱwallsǯȱ ȱ StevenȱSloatȱ
builtȱaȱ tavernǰȱwhichȱservedȱasȱ theȱnucleusȱofȱhisȱcommunityǯȱ ȱHeȱandȱhisȱ
descendentsȱmadeȱtheȱshallowȱsoilȱbringȱforthȱsustenanceȬorȱatȱleastȱtheyȱ
triedǯȱ ȱTheyȱ cameȱ toȱknowȱandȱ toȱ loveȱ theȱplaceȱ inȱ intimateȱwaysǰȱ forȱ itȱ
wasȱonȱthisȱlandȱthatȱtheyȱbecameȱAmericansǯȱȱHereȱisȱaȱpleasingȱstoryȱthatȱ
myȱgrandmotherȱ lovedǰȱ aȱ familiarȱ taleȱofȱ agrarianȱvirtueȱarisingȱ fromȱ theȱ
physicalȱexperienceȱofȱagriculturalȱlaborȱonȱtheȱlandǯ
ȱ Butȱ theȱhouseholdȱ recordsȱofȱ theȱ firstȱUǯSǯȱ censusȱofȱŗŝşŖȱ suggestȱ
aȱlessȱsanguineȱunderstandingȱofȱtheȱSloatsȂȱacquaintanceȱwithȱtheȱRamapoȱ
landscapeǯȱ ȱ Inȱadditionȱ toȱ theȱ strengthȱofȱhisȱ sonsȱ Johnȱandȱ Isaacǰȱ Stevenȱ
SloatȱdrewȱuponȱtheȱlaborȱofȱfiveȱslavesǯȱȱIȱdonȂtȱknowȱwhenȱheȱboughtȱtheseȱ
peopleȱorȱwhetherǰȱ inȱtheȱŗŝśŖsȱandȱŜŖsǰȱtheyȱwereȱaroundȱtoȱbuildȱhousesȱ
andȱwallsȱandȱtavernsǰȱandȱtoȱclearȱandȱplowȱtheȱfieldsȱofȱSloatsburgǯŗŞȱ ȱByȱ
ŗŝşŖǰȱ thoughǰȱ andȱ inȱ theȱwakeȱofȱAmericanȱ libertyǰȱweȱ canȱ imagineȱ thatȱ
theseȱownedȱpeopleȱwereȱthemselvesȱtheȱonesȱwhoȱhadǰȱ throughȱtheirȱ toilǰȱ
comeȱtoȱtheȱdeeperǰȱmoreȱintimateȱunderstandingȱofȱtheȱlandȱitselfǯ
ȱ LibertyǰȱofȱcourseǯȱȱTheȱSloatsȱwereȱthereȱtooǯȱȱDuringȱtheȱAmericanȱ
Revolutionǰȱ theȱwindingȱnotchȱbetweenȱHighȱTorneȱandȱHighȱMountainȱ
definedȱ theȱ strategicȱ routeȱ fromȱNewȱYorkȱCityȱ toȱ theȱupperȱ reachesȱofȱ
theȱ stateǯȱ ȱTheȱRamapoȱRiverȱ cutȱ throughȱ thisȱpassǰȱ Sloatsburgȱ sittingȱonȱ
theȱwestȱ sideȱofȱ theȱnotchǰȱ theȱ townȱofȱSuffernȱonȱ theȱeastȱ sideǯȱ ȱ Stevenȱ
Sloatȱ servedȱasȱanȱ informalȱquartermasterǰȱ collectingȱandȱ storingȱgoodsǰȱ
andȱkeepingȱhorsesȱatȱhisȱSloatsburgȱhomeǯȱ ȱHisȱ sonǰȱCaptainȱ JohnȱSloatǰȱ
hadȱbeenȱassignedȱtoȱdefendȱtheȱpassȱagainstȱaȱBritishȱadvanceȱoutȱofȱNewȱ
YorkȱCityǯȱ ȱGeorgeȱWashingtonȱmovedȱ throughȱ theȱRamapoȱcountryǰȱ andȱ
SloatsburgǰȱatȱleastȱonceȱduringȱtheȱRevolutionǯ
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ȱ Althoughȱ JohnȱSloatȱdiedȱanȱ ignominiousȱdeathȬshotȱbyȱhisȱ
ownȱsentryȱasȱheȱsteppedȱoutȱtoȱrelieveȱhimselfȱoneȱnightȬhisȱcommissionȱ
ǻandȱ thatȱofȱhisȱ fatherǼȱ standȱproudlyȱonȱmyȱgrandmotherȂsȱ applicationȱ
toȱ theȱDaughtersȱofȱ theȱAmericanȱRevolutionǯŗşȱ ȱTheȱ twoȱSloatȱ soldiersȱ
remainȱimportantȱfiguresȱinȱtheȱfamilyȱhistoryǰȱnotȱforȱtheirȱdeedsȬwhichȱ
wereȱminimalȬbutȱ forȱ theirȱ combinationȱofȱutterȱ typicalityȱbrushedȱbyȱ
greatnessǯȱȱTheyȱfoughtȱforȱlibertyȱandȱtoȱbeȱAmericansǯȱȱAndȱasȱforȱtheȱSloatȱ
TavernǰȱwellǰȱGeorgeȱWashingtonȱreallyȱdidȱsleepȱthereǰȱonȱJuneȱŜǰȱŗŝŝşǯ
ȱ JohnȱSloatȱdiedȱ inȱAprilȱ ŗŝŞŗǰȱ justȱ aȱ fewȱmonthsȱbeforeȱ theȱbirthȱ
ofȱhisȱonlyȱ sonȱ JohnȱDrakeȱSloatǰȱwhoȱwouldȱbecomeȱ theȱmostȱ celebratedȱ
militaryȱ figureȱ inȱ theȱ familyȱgalleryǯȱ ȱ JohnȱDrakeȱenlistedȱ inȱ theȱNavyǰȱ
andȱservedȱasȱ theȱhelmsmanȱonȱtheȱfrigateȱUnitedȱStatesȱduringȱtheȱWarȱofȱ
ŗŞŗŘǯȱ ȱ InȱŗŞŗŚǰȱheȱparticipatedȱ inȱ theȱ captureȱofȱ theȱBritishȱ shipȱMacedoniaȱ
inȱoneȱofȱ theȱgreatȱnavalȱbattlesȱofȱ theȱWarǯȱ ȱHeȱ chasedȱpiratesȱ fromȱ theȱ
CaribbeanȱandȱroseȱtoȱtheȱrankȱofȱRearȱAdmiralǯȱ ȱInȱŗŞŚŜȱheȱfoundȱhimselfȱ
commandingȱ theȱSavannahǰȱ inȱ chargeȱofȱ theȱPacificȱ squadronȱoffȱ theȱ coastȱ
ofȱCaliforniaǯȱ ȱ Sloatȱheldȱhisȱ finalȱ commandȱatȱ exactlyȱ theȱmomentȱ thatȱ
Presidentȱ JamesȱKǯȱPolkȱmanufacturedȱaȱwarȱwithȱMexicoȱ thatȱwouldȱ
allowȱtheȱUnitedȱStatesȱtoȱclaimȱwhatȱweȱknowȱtodayȱasȱCaliforniaȱandȱtheȱ
Southwestǯȱ ȱTheȱ firstȱmoveȱagainstȱMexicoȱ cameȱatȱMontereyȱonȱ Julyȱŝthǰȱ
whenȱCommodoreȱSloatȱandȱaȱflotillaȱofȱ threeȱwarshipsȱ landedȱsailorsȱandȱ
marinesȱandȱdemandedȱ theȱ surrenderȱofȱAltaȱCaliforniaǯȱ ȱ Joinedȱbyȱ Johnȱ
CǯȱFremontȱandȱRobertȱStocktonǰȱSloatȱ andȱ theȱAmericansȱquicklyȱ tookȱ
Californiaǯ
ȱ MyȱgreatȬauntȱPeggyȱhadȱanȱagingȱoilȱportraitȱofȱ thisȱparticularȱ
Sloatȱ ǻalongȱwithȱaȱboardingȱpistolȱandȱaȱ copyȱofȱhisȱ shipȂsȱ logbooksǼȱandȱ
heȱ cutȱ aȱdashingȱmilitaryȱ figureȱ indeedǯȱ ȱ ǻThereȱwouldȱbeȱothersȱ inȱ theȱ
familyȱ tooǰȱ includingȱanȱobligatoryȱ captainȱ inȱ theȱCivilȱWarǯǼȱ ȱButȱ Johnȱ
DrakeȱSloatȱwasȱ reallyȱaȱ cousinȱ inȱmyȱgrandmotherȂsȱ lineǯȱ ȱ StevenȱSloatȂsȱ
grandsonsȱ throughȱhisȱotherȱ sonǰȱ Isaacǰȱhaveȱmoreȱ toȱ sayȱaboutȱ theȱSloatsȱ
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andȱSloatsburgȱ itselfȬandȱ itȱ isȱ IsaacȂsȱ familyȱ thatȱ leadsȱdirectlyȱ toȱmyȱ
grandmotherǯȱȱ
ȱ UnlikeȱJohnȱDrakeȱSloatǰȱIsaacȱcontinuedȱtoȱliveȱinȱSloatsburgǯȱȱHeȱ
wasȱbornȱ thereȱ inȱŗŝśŞǰȱwellȱbeforeȱ theȱ crisisȱofȱ theȱAmericanȱRevolutionǰȱ
andȱheȱdiedȱ thereȱ inȱŗŞŘŗǰȱwellȱ afterȱ itsȱ conclusionǯȱ ȱHeȱwatchedȱ theȱPostȱ
RoadȱtoȱAlbanyȱsnakeȱitsȱwayȱthroughȱSloatsburgǰȱandȱinȱŗŞŗŚǰȱheȱbuiltȱtheȱ
Sloatȱ familyȂsȱhouseȱnearbyǯȱ ȱAnȱ impressiveȱ structureȱnamedȱȃHarmonyȱ
HallǰȄȱ itȱbecameȱaȱ frequentȱmeetingȱplaceȱ forȱofficialsȱandȱpoliticiansȱ fromȱ
bothȱOrangeȱandȱRocklandȱcountiesȱinȱNewȱYorkǯȱȱTheȱoldȱmapsȱofȱtheȱareaȱ
revealȱthatȱinȱAmericaȂsȱearlyȱyearsǰȱIsaacȱandȱhisȱsonsǰȱStephenȱǻŗŝŞşȬŗŞśŝǼȱ
andȱ Jacobȱ ǻŗŝşŘȬŗŞśŞǼȱhelpedȱchangeȱSloatsburgȱ fromȱaȱwouldȬbeȱagrarianȱ
villageȱtoȱaȱsmallȱindustrialȱcenterǯ
ȱ Inȱ theȱearlyȱnineteenthȱ centuryǰȱ industrializationȱmeantȱwaterȱ
powerǰȱ andȱ theȱSloatsȱ transformedȱ theȱwaterȱ ecologyȱofȱ theirȱ townǯȱ ȱTheȱ
RamapoȱRiverȱwasȱdivertedȱ intoȱaȱ collectionȱofȱ canalsȱ thatȱ channeledȱ theȱ
powerȱofȱ fallingȱwaterȱ intoȱwaterwheelsȱwhichǰȱ inȱ turnǰȱwoundȱ theȱbeltsȱ
andȱpulledȱ theȱpulleysȱ thatȱ allowedȱpeopleȱ toȱmakeȱ thingsȱquicklyȱandȱ
efficientlyǯȱȱInȱŗŝşŘǰȱIsaacȱopenedȱtheȱRamapoȱWorksǰȱaȱsuccessfulȱindustrialȱ
tanneryǯȱ ȱHisȱ sonsȱgrewȱupȱ inȱaȱnewȱSloatsburgǰȱ aȱplaceȱ thatȱhadȱ startedȱ
toȱ tradeȱ farmingȱ forȱ industrialȱmanufacturingǯȱ ȱ InȱŗŞŗśǰȱ JacobȱandȱStephenȱ
builtȱ aȱ threeȬstoryȱplantȱ thatȱmadeȱmillȱ screwsȱandȱvisesǰȱ thenȱ laterȱ cottonȱ
clothǰȱthenȱstillȱlaterȱcottonȱtwineǯȱȱTwineȱprovedȱtoȱbeȱtheȱbrothersȂȱticketȱtoȱ
successȱandȱbyȱŗŞŚŖǰȱtheȱSloatsȱownedȱaȱlargeȱpieceȱofȱNewȱYorkȱCityȂsȱtwineȱ
marketǰȱwhichȱ theyȱdominatedȱ forȱ theȱnextȱ twentyȱyearsǰȱwhileȱexpandingȱ
theirȱ factoriesȱandȱ inventingȱnewȱkindsȱofȱ industrialȱmachineryǯȱ ȱCottonȱ
fromȱtheȱSouthȱmadeȱitsȱwayȱtoȱSloatsburgȱandȱthenȱreturnedȱagainȱasȱtwineǰȱ
andȱeachȱexchangeȱputȱmoneyȱinȱtheȱpocketsȱofȱtheȱSloatȱbrothersǯ
ȱ InȱtheȱperiodȱbetweenȱtheȱRevolutionȱandȱtheȱCivilȱWarǰȱtheȱSloatsȱ
establishedȱthemselvesȱasȱaȱlocalȱdynastyǯȱȱStephenȱhadȱeightȱchildrenǰȱJacobȱ
nineǯȱȱTheirȱfactoriesȱthrivedǯȱȱTheyȱbuiltȱworkersȂȱquartersȱforȱtheirȱhelpȱandȱ
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aȱnewȱhouseȱforȱJacobȬlaterȱcalledȱȃTheȱNestȄȬatȱtheȱsouthȱendȱofȱtownǯȱȱ
Oneȱ imaginesȱ thatȱ theyȱpointedȱproudlyȱ toȱ theirȱ cousinȱ theȱadmiralǰȱbutȱ
theirȱownȱworkȱprobablyȱcalledȱforthȱsomeȱprideȱasȱwellǯȱȱIfȱJohnȱDrakeȱwasȱ
protectingȱ theȱnationǰȱ theȱbrothersȱwereȱactuallyȱbuildingȱ itȱ inȱSloatsburgǯȱȱ
JacobȂsȱ sonȱHenryȱRansomȱSloatȱwouldȱ takeȱoverȱmostȱ ofȱ theȱ familyȱ
businessǯȱȱAmongȱhisȱchildrenȱwasȱCarrieȱSloatȱEastburnǰȱmyȱgrandmotherȂsȱ
motherǯ
ȱ Myȱgrandmotherȱwouldȱnotȱhaveȱ thoughtȱofȱherȱ familyȱhistoryȱ
asȱanythingȱotherȱ thanȱaȱquintessentialȱAmericanȱ storyȬadventurousȱ
immigrationȱ toȱ theȱNewȱWorldǰȱvirtuousȱagrarianȱ laborǰȱ settlementȱandȱ
townȬbuildingǰȱparticipationȱ inȱ theȱWarȱ forȱ Independenceȱandȱ twoȱorȱ
threeȱothersǰȱbusinessȱ leadershipȱatȱ theȱdawnȱofȱ theȱAmericanȱ industrialȱ
ageǰȱdynasticȱ successǯȱ ȱSheȱsawȱ itȱasȱ theȱstoryȱofȱaȱ jobȱwellȱdoneǰȱaȱhistoryȱ
deservingȱofȱoilȱportraitsȱinȱgiltȱframesǰȱaȱplaceȱatȱtheȱtableȱofȱtheȱDaughtersȱ
ofȱtheȱAmericanȱRevolutionǰȱandȱaȱpairȱofȱsmallȬtownȱmansionsȱoverlookingȱ
theȱRamapoȱRiverǯȱȱAȱfamilyȱhadȱgrownȱupȱwithȱaȱnationǰȱasȱfamiliesȱwereȱ
supposedȱtoȱdoǯ
ȱ MyȱgrandfatherȂsȱ accountȱ couldȱnotȱhaveȱbutȱ calledȱhersȱ intoȱ
questionǯȱ ȱForȱhisȱhistoryȱbespokeȱaȱmoreȱ complicatedȱ relationǰȱ richȱwithȱ
pragmaticȱdecisionsȱ takenȱ inȱ theȱ Indianȱbackcountryȱofȱ theȱMissouriȱ
Riverǰȱ framingȱaȱwillingnessȱ toȱ joinȱanȱ Indianȱworldǰȱonȱ Indianȱ termsǯȱ ȱ Inȱ
thatȱ senseǰȱhisȱ storyȱ inevitablyȱwasȱaboutȱbeingȱ colonizedǰȱ andȱaboutȱ
surfacingȱ intoȱ theȱpresentȱasȱaȱwoundedȱsurvivorǰȱbearingȱ theȱ cutsȱandȱ
scarsȱofȱ theȱpastǯȱ ȱMyȱgrandmotherȂsȱ familyȱ livedȱ firmlyȱ inȱ theȱnarrativesȱ
ofȱ theȱvictoriousȱandȱ successfulǰȱ andȱherȱpeopleȱ couldȱhaveȱnoȱpartȱ inȱmyȱ
grandfatherȂsȱ storyǰȱotherȱ thanȱasȱ conquerorsȱandȱcolonizersǯȱ ȱAfterȱ allǰȱ inȱ
makingȱ theirȱhistoryǰȱ theȱSloatsȱhadȱamassedȱquiteȱaȱbalanceȱ sheetǱȱ ȱ theyȱ
hadȱdispossessedȱIndianȱpeopleǰȱenslavedȱAfricansȱandȱAfricanȱAmericansǰȱ
andȱinauguratedȱanȱaggressiveȱimperialȱwarȱthatȱcapturedȱtheȱnorthernȱhalfȱ
ofȱMexicoǯȱ ȱAndȱ thoughȱ Iȱdoubtȱ thatȱmyȱgrandfatherȱ thoughtȱ itǰȱweȱmightȱ
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addȱthatȱtheȱSloatsȱcreatedȱandȱthenȱdominatedȱanȱindustrialȱworkingȱclassǰȱ
radicallyȱtransformedȱtheȱenvironmentȱinȱdamagingȱwaysǰȱandȱcontinuedȱtoȱ
profitȱfromȱtheȱlaborȱofȱsouthernȱslavesǯ
ȱ Theȱ storiesȱ thatȱdefineȱ thisȱ contraryǰȱ criticalȱviewȱofȱ theȱSloatȱ
historyȱ emanateȱnotȱ fromȱ theȱ colonizedȱRamapoǰȱbutȱ fromȱ theȱmixedȱ
colonialȱworldȱofȱ theȱMissouriȱRiverǰȱ aȱplaceȱwhereȱ Indianȱpowerȱheldȱ
swayȱ forȱaȱ longȱ timeȱandȱwhereȱ socialȱ andȱculturalȱworldsȱworkedȱveryȱ
differentlyǯȱ ȱTheyȱwereȱ theȱ storiesȱ thatȱmyȱgrandfatherȂsȱpeopleǰȱwhenȱ
calledȱ toȱ reciteȱhistoryǰȱwouldȱ tellȱ aboutȱmyȱgrandmotherǰȱherȱ familyǰȱherȱ
narrativesǰȱ andȱherȱpeopleǯȱ ȱMyȱgrandparentsǰȱ itȱwillȱnotȱ surpriseȱyouȱ toȱ
learnǰȱneededȱmoreȱthanȱthreeȱdaysȱofȱcourtshipȱtoȱunderstandȱtheseȱthingsǯȱȱȱ
Theirȱdecisionȱ toȱmarryȬhastyȱbyȱmyȱ lightsȬbecameȱaȱdecadesȬlongȱ
explorationȱofȱ theȱ relationȱbetweenȱ twoȱ radicallyȱdifferentȱ familiesǰȱofȱ theȱ
waysȱ thoseȱ familiesȱ reflectedȱdistinctȱ culturalȱ traditionsȱandȱofȱ theȱwaysȱ
individualsȱwereȱbothȱshapedȱbyȱtheirȱpastsȱandȱableȱtoȱtranscendȱthemǯȱȱInȱ
thatȱ senseǰȱ theȱmarriageȱ itselfȱbecameȱyetȱ anotherȱkindȱofȱnewȱAmericanȱ
storyǰȱoneȱfullȱofȱpossibilityȱandȱpainȬandȱmoreǰȱofȱtheȱintertwinedȱrelationȱ
betweenȱtheȱtwoǯ

Notes

ŗǯȱNewȱYorkȱTimesǰȱAprilȱŘŝǰȱŗşřŗǰȱȱpǯȱŗȱǻDiamondǰȱbirthȱcontrolǰȱdivorceǰȱdeficitǼǲȱpǯȱŘŜȱǻButlerǼǲȱpǯȱŘşȱ
ǻGehrigǼǲȱpǯȱREȱŗȱǻEmpireȱStateǼǯȱȱAprilȱŘŜǰȱŗşřŗǰȱpǯȱŘȱǻStuntȱflierǰȱdaylightȱsavingsǼǯ

ŘǯȱNewȱYorkȱTimesǰȱAprilȱŘśǰȱŗşřŗǰȱpǯȱŘŝǯ

řǯȱDetailsȱconcerningȱtheȱpersonalityȱandȱlifeȱofȱmyȱgrandmotherȱareȱdistilledȱfromȱfourȱprimaryȱ
sourcesǯȱ ȱTheȱfirstȱ isȱaȱpairȱofȱshortȱhandwrittenȱmemoirsȱcomposedȱbyȱmyȱgrandmotherȱduringȱ
theȱperiodȱŗşŞŝȬŗşŞşǯȱ ȱTheȱ secondȱ isȱ aȱ setȱofȱoralȱhistoryȱ interviewsȱ Iȱ conductedȱwithȱherȱonȱ
multipleȱoccasionsȱ inȱŗşŞŞȱandȱŗşŞşǯȱ ȱTheȱ thirdȱ isȱ aȱ setȱofȱoralȱhistoryȱ interviewsȱ Iȱ conductedȱ
withȱherȱyoungerȱ sisterȱMargaretȱ ǻPeggyȱRednourǼȱ inȱ Januaryȱŗşşŝǯȱ ȱAndȱ finallyǰȱ aȱ setȱofȱoralȱ
historyȱinterviewsȱconductedȱwithȱherȱyoungerȱsisterȱCatherineȱǻBoswellǼȱinȱSeptemberȱŗşşşǯȱȱȱMyȱ
grandmotherȂsȱolderȱsisterǰȱLouiseǰȱdiedȱinȱŗşŝşǯ
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ŚǯȱMyȱtreatmentȱofȱmyȱgrandfatherȂsȱhistoryȱstemsȱfromȱaȱnumberȱofȱsourcesǰȱ includingȱmyȱownȱ
informalȱmemoriesȱandȱconversationsǰȱ aȱ seriesȱofȱ tapeȱ recordingsȱ ǻnotȱ interviewsǰȱbutȱ ratherȱ
hisȱownȱrecollectionsȱandȱstoriesǼȱ Iȱmadeȱduringȱ theȱcourseȱofȱ theȱearlyȱŗşŝŖsǰȱanȱextendedȱoralȱ
historyȱ interviewȱwithȱmyȱ fatherȱ thatȱ tookȱplaceȱ inȱDecemberȱŗşşŞǰȱ aȱ seriesȱofȱ autobiographicalȱ
fragmentsȱcomposedȱbyȱmyȱfatherȱduringȱtheȱwinterǰȱsummerǰȱandȱfallȱofȱŗşşşǰȱandȱaȱreadingȱofȱ
myȱgrandfatherȂsȱcorrespondenceȱwithȱhisȱBishopsȱinȱtheȱEpiscopalȱChurchǯȱȱThatȱcorrespondenceȱ
isȱ locatedȱ inȱ theȱrecordsȱofȱ theȱNiobraraȱMissionaryȱDistrictȱofȱ theȱEpiscopalȱChurchǰȱCenterȱ forȱ
WesternȱStudiesǰȱAugustanaȱCollegeǰȱSiouxȱFallsǰȱSouthȱDakotaǯȱ

śǯȱ SeeȱReamerȱKlineǰȱEducationȱ forȱ theȱCommonȱGoodǱȱAȱHistoryȱ ofȱBardȱCollegeȬtheȱFirstȱHundredȱ
YearsȱǻŗŞŜŖȬŗşŜŖǼȱǻAnnandaleȬonȬHudsonǱȱBardȱCollegeǰȱŗşŞŘǼǯȱ

ŜǯȱOnȱEllaȱDeloriaǰȱ seeȱ ǻamongȱmanyȱ treatmentsǼȱMaríaȱEugeniaȱCoteraǱȱNativeȱSpeakersǱȱEllaȱ
DeloriaǰȱZoraȱNealeȱHurstonǰȱ JovitaȱGonzálezǰȱ andȱ theȱPoeticsȱ ofȱCultureȱ ǻAustinǱȱUniversityȱofȱTexasȱ
PressǰȱŘŖŖŞǼǱȱespǯȱŗȬŝŖǰȱŗŚśȬŗŝŖǲȱSusanȱGardnerǰȱAȱVisionȱofȱDoubleȱWomanǱȱEllaȱDeloriaȂsȱFormativeȱYearsȱ
ǻLincolnǱȱUniversityȱofȱNebraskaȱPressǰȱforthcomingǼǲȱȱRaymondȱDeMallieȱȃIntroductionǰȄȱDakotaȱ
Textsȱ byȱEllaȱDeloriaȱ ǻLincolnǱȱUniversityȱofȱNebraskaȱPressǰȱ ŘŖŖŜǼǱȱvȬxixǲȱRaymondȱDeMallieǰȱ
ȃAfterwordǰȄȱandȱAgnesȱPicotteǰȱ ȃBiographicalȱSketchǰȄȱWaterlilyȱ byȱEllaȱDeloriaȱ ǻLincolnǱȱ
UniversityȱofȱNebraskaȱPressǰȱ ŗşŞŞǼǲȱVineȱDeloriaȱ Jrǯȱ ȃIntroductionǰȄȱSpeakingȱ ofȱ Indiansȱ byȱEllaȱ
Deloriaȱ ǻLincolnǱȱUniversityȱofȱNebraskaȱPressǰȱŗşşŞǼǱȱ ixȬxixǲȱ JanetteȱKǯȱMurrayǰȱȃEllaȱDeloriaǱȱAȱ
BiographicalȱSketchȱandȱLiteraryȱAnalysisǰȄȱPhǯDǯȱdissertationǰȱUniversityȱofȱNorthȱDakotaǰȱŗşŝŚǲȱ
JulianȱRiceǰȱDeerȱWomenȱandȱElkȱMenǱȱTheȱLakotaȱNarrativesȱofȱEllaȱDeloriaȱǻAlbuquerqueǱȱUniversityȱ
ofȱNewȱMexicoȱPressǰȱ ŗşşŘǼǯȱ ȱMyȱaccountȱ isȱ informedȱbyȱaȱ readingȱofȱherȱ correspondenceǰȱ
whichȱhasȱbeenȱassembledȱbyȱDrǯȱAgnesȱPicotteȱandȱisȱlocatedȱatȱtheȱDakotaȱIndianȱFoundationǰȱ
Chamberlainǰȱ SouthȱDakotaǯȱ ȱThatȱ recordȱ includesȱ correspondenceȱwithȱBishopȱHughȱLatimerȱ
Burlesonȱ ǻdrawnȱfromȱtheȱRecordsȱofȱ theȱNiobraraȱMissionaryȱDistrictȱofȱ theȱEpiscopalȱChurchǼȱ
andȱanthropologistȱFranzȱBoasȱ ǻdrawnȱ fromȱ theȱBoasȱpapersȱatȱ theȱAmericanȱPhilosophicalȱ
SocietyǼǰȱamongȱothersǯȱ

ŝǯȱSeeȱDeMallieǰȱȃIntroductionȄȱtoȱDakotaȱTextsǰȱvǯȱ

ŞǯȱOnȱCampȱFireȱGirlsȱ andȱ Indiannessǰȱ seeȱPhilipȱDeloriaǰȱPlayingȱ Indianȱ ǻNewȱHavenǱȱYaleȱ
UniversityȱPressǰȱ ŗşşŞǼǱȱ şśȬŗŘŘǯȱ ȱMyȱaccountȱ isȱdrawnȱ fromȱmyȱ interviewȱwithȱPeggyȱRednourǰȱ
JanuaryȱŞǰȱŗşşŝǯ

şǯȱKinshipȱ relationsȱwereȱabsolutelyȱ centralȱ toȱEllaȂsȱ conceptionȱofȱherselfȱ andȱherȱworldǯȱ ȱTheȱ
subjectȱpermeatesȱherȱwritingȱandȱherȱethnographicȱworkǯȱSeeǰȱforȱexampleǰȱEllaȱDeloriaǰȱSpeakingȱ
ofȱIndiansǰȱŘŚȬŝŚǯ

ŗŖǯȱOnȱcuriosǰȱseeȱletterȱfromȱMohonkȱLodgeȱIndianȱBeadworkȱandȱCurioȱcompanyǰȱJuneȱşǰȱŗşřřǯȱȱ ȱ
Onȱentertainingǰȱ seeǰȱ forȱ exampleǰȱ ȃConcerningȱEllaȱCaraȱDeloriaǰȱ ȁŗŗȬŗřǰȄȱ inȱȃEllaȱDeloriaȄȱ fileǰȱ
OberlinȱCollegeȱLibraryȱSpecialȱCollectionsǰȱwhichȱnotesȱtheȱcuriosityȱofȱOberlinȱPresidentȱaboutȱ
ȃaȱcircularȱconcerningȱanȱIndianȱwomanȱentertainerǰȱEllaȱCǯȱDeloriaǯȄ

ŗŗǯȱAsȱ Iȱwillȱ suggestȱbelowǰȱ theȱDeloriaȱ familyȱhasȱaȱ confusingȱgenealogyǰȱ sinceȱmenȱ tendȱ toȱbeȱ
namedȱFrancoisǰȱVineǰȱ andȱPhilipǰȱ andȱwomenȱareȱoftenȱnamedȱBarbaraǯȱ ȱ Iȱ simplyȱwantȱ toȱnoteȱ
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thatȱtheȱPhilipȱJǯȱDeloriaȱbeingȱreferredȱtoȱinȱthisȱinstanceȱisȱmyȱgreatȬgrandfatherǰȱforȱwhoȱIȱǻtheȱ
writerǼȱamȱnamedǯȱȱSeeȱgenealogyȱchartȱbelowǯ

ŗŘǯȱTheȱquotationǰȱ andȱ theȱ timeȱ lineȱ forȱ theȱ courtshipǰȱ areȱdrawnȱ fromȱmyȱgrandmotherȂsȱ
handwrittenȱmemoirȱǻinȱauthorȂsȱpossessionǼǯ

ŗřǯȱOnȱ theȱquestionȱofȱ indigenousȱ socialȱ formationȱ inȱ theȱ continentalȱ interiorǰȱ Iȱ oweȱmuchȱ toȱ
MichaelȱWitgenǰȱwhoseȱforthcomingȱbookǰȱAnȱInfinityȱofȱNationsȱǻUniversityȱofȱPennsylvaniaȱPressǼȱ
makesȱthisȱargumentȱinȱdetailedȱandȱcompellingȱtermsǯ

ŗŚǯȱOnȱSasweǰȱseeȱVineȱDeloriaȱJrǯǰȱSingingȱForȱaȱSpiritǱȱAȱPortraitȱofȱtheȱDakotaȱSiouxȱǻSantaȱFeǱȱClearȱ
LightǰȱŗşşşǼǱȱŜȬřŝǲȱȱVineȱDeloriaǰȱSrǯȱȃTheȱEstablishmentȱofȱChristianityȱAmongȱtheȱSiouxǰȄȱinȱSiouxȱ
IndianȱReligionǱȱTraditionȱ andȱ Innovationȱ edsǯȱRaymondȱDeMallieȱ andȱDouglasȱParksȱ ǻNormanǱȱ
UniversityȱofȱOklahomaȱPressǰȱŗşŞŝǼǱȱşŗȬŗŖŜǯ

ŗśǯȱSasweȱsignedȱtheȱtreatyȱusingȱyetȱanotherȱnameǰȱEȬhaȬweȬchaȬshaȱǻtheȱOwlȱManǼǯȱ ȱSeeȱTreatyȱ
withȱtheȱYanktonȱSiouxǰȱŗŞśŞȱȱŗŗȱStatǯȱŝŚřǯ

ŗŜǯȱ Severalȱ copiesȱofȱ thisȱdeedȱareȱ inȱpossessionȱofȱvariousȱSloatǰȱEastburnǰȱ andȱDeloriaȱ familyȱ
membersǯȱȱMyȱcopyȱoriginatesȱwithȱmyȱgreatȬauntȱPeggyȱEastburnȱRednourǯ

ŗŝǯȱ ȃTheȱSloatȱFamilyǰȄȱgenealogicalȱmanuscriptȱ inȱauthorȂsȱpossessionǯȱ ȱ SeeȱalsoȱDavidȱColeǰȱ
HistoryȱofȱRocklandȱCountyǰȱNewȱYorkȱǻNewȱYorkǱȱJǯBǯȱBeersǰȱŗŞŞŚǼǱȱŘŜŘȬŘşśǯ

ŗŞǯȱŗŝşŖȱCensusǰȱSeriesȱMŜřŝǰȱRollȱŜǰȱPageȱřŞŚȱlistsȱStevenȱSlootȱasȱtheȱholderȱofȱfiveȱslavesǯ

ŗşǯȱDaughtersȱofȱtheȱAmericanȱRevolutionȱapplicationȱandȱrelatedȱcorrespondenceȱareȱinȱauthorȂsȱ
possessionǯ


