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M. K. Gandhi and KVIC
— Socio-economic Changes in the Hand-made Paper Industry

< Summary for the Indian Corroborators
and Supporters of the Research >

by M. A. Konishi

Hand-made paper technology in India was essentially based on the
Muslim tradition, and kaghzi or the paper-makers were esentially
Muslims. Besides that social aspect, the technology using old rag and
animal glue seemed to be impure to the orthodox Hindus. It could have
been relevant to Gandhi-ji’s introduction of Harijansto the new industry
of semi-mechanized paper-making and leather productionsinlaterdays.
However, already by the beginning of this century, traditional
paper-making industry by the Muslims was in utter decline due to the
import of mill-made paper from the suzrain, and even the locally made
“jail-papers” made by hands of unskilled workers using old paper as
the material, easy for preparing the pulp.

When Dard Hunter visited various paper-making centres in India in
1930s, the situation was already tragic, and by 1970s when I visited the
same sites, I could hardly find any authentic Muslim traditions which
once produced beautiful and durable hand-made paper, being almost
totally replaced by the KVIC (Khadi Village Industries Commission)
method started by Gandhi-ji in the late 1930s. He introduced Harijans
in the industry then and freely used the old paper and adopted the easy
methods so that any unskilled workers can be involved. The most
difficult portions of the traditional technology were the beating of rag,
lifting according to the long experience, and the laborious calendering ;
but the new method adopted either the materials easy to be beaten,
and/or the mechanical cooking method using the Hollander beater,
Lifting apparatus fit to the unskilled workers and calendering machine
were also freely introduced.

These changes in technology literally shuttered the future of the
Muslims to produce hand-made paper according to their traditional
methods. All these changes are the results of Gandhi-ji’s swadeshi
principle, and we may have to re-examine this whole process and recall
the contemporary criticisms raised by Rabindranath Tagore and
Gurusaday Dutt in 1940s.
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