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A Study of the Teaching Method for Social Studies in Elementary Education
— The History of Empirical Education
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ITO, Mihoko

[EE] This is a study of the teaching method for Social Studies in elementary
education through its history in Japan. Social Studies launched in Japan after the
World War II was practiced by the way of empirical problem-based learning of
children. Chapter 1 discusses the meaning of “experience” in Social Studies along
with the theory and practices by John Dewey. Chapter 2 and 3 describes history
of Social Studies in Japan based on some concrete examples of educational
practices. These observations allow to show a meaning of “experience,” “problem”
and “solution” in education. Three major factors that constitute meaningful
experiences in educational process are also suggested in the end of this study.

1. “Experience” prepared in the curriculum should not be a single one but multiple
ones depending on the purpose of learning.

2. The quality of problem-based learning needs to be considered in setting the
goal of resolving a problem, which always requires to accommodate variation in
children’s ideas and thoughts and never should be superficial.

3. Teachers should find out the core of a problem for children living today and in
the future, by taking problems including environment, death, information,

poverty, immigration/emigration or refugee into account.
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