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Utilization of a closed down school and community reorganization
in Minami Sanriku Town

- A case study based on liberalism and communitarianism -
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the meaning of community reorganization through
an examination of the utilization of a closed down school in Minami Sanriku Town, while
referring to the theory of Richard Rorty's liberalism and Michael Sandel and Michael Walzer's
communitarianism.

All over Japan, owing to the decreasing birthrate and depopulation, more and more primary
and junior high schools are being closed down, which means that local communities are
weakening. Especially, hard hit areas of the Great East Japan Earthquake are badly affected, but
in this difficult situation we can see community reorganization through the utilization of closed
down schools. With this in mind, the author analyses the case of YES Factory in Minami Sanriku
Town, Miyagi Prefecture that utilizes the building of the former Iriya Junior High School, while
referring to Rorty's liberalism, and Sandel and Walzer's communitarianism. Hence this paper has

a methodological characteristic that presents their theories in a positive light.

Key words: utilization of closed down schools, community reorganization, Minami Sanriku Town,

the Great East Japan Earthquake, Rorty’s liberalism, communitarianism
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