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Transformation of Backpacker Guesthouse in Yuanyang, Yunnan, China

ITAGAKI Takeru

Since the economic open and reform enforced in China, peripheral region such as Yunnan Province became
popular destinations to foreign backpackers. Located in southern Yunnan Province, terraced paddy fields and
ethnic culture of Hani and Yi has been recognized as local tourism resources in Yuanyang. Tourism developed as
early as in 1992 in Yuanyang, and the initial tourists were limited backpackers. In 2013, Yuanyang’s terraced paddy
fields was registered as a World Heritage Site.

From 2000 to late 2000s-, guesthouses for backpackers were opened in the central area of Xinjiezhen near
the bus terminal station. Since 2010s, guesthouses for backpacker accumulated in Duoyishu village, where is a
convenient photo spot of terraced paddy fields.

The characteristics of guesthouses for backpackers in Xinjiezhen are as followed: operated by local Han
people, mainly managed by the family or relatives without hiring employees, facilities and service are simple. On
the contrary, the characteristics of guesthouses for backpackers in Duooyishu are as followed: operated by Han
people from other areas, employs many local people, offered high quality facilities and service experience for
backpacker’s.

The factors to change the location of accommodation can be concluded in two points as followed. First,
new roads opened with taking advantages of the registration as a World Heritage Site. From then on, the
buses from Kunming and Hekou to Yuanyang directly run to Duoyishu before the bus terminal in Xinjiezhen.
Second, Backpacker’s way of accommodations choice was changed. The majority of backpackers who stayed in
accommodations in Douyishu had done some studies through the reviews by the hostel booking websites before
they arrived Yuanyang and had booked the room online from the same websites.

In that way, in Yuanyang, at the initial stage of tourism, the people from Yuanyang at the center of Xinjiezhen
opened the low-priced accommodations suitable for backpackers. Later in Douyishu, the accommodations in high
quality for backpackers were opened by the people from outside who were familiar with backpackers' cultures. As
a result, the backpackers' tourism in Yuanyang proceeds bipolarization of the service quality, business owner and

employees by different areas.

Keywords: Backpacker, Guesthouse, Terraced Paddy Fields, World Heritage Site, Yuanyang



