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Abstract

This study explores the “Creative City” policy of Hamamatsu City, Shizuoka Prefecture. I
focus on the relation between industrial and cultural policies.

Hamamatsu City is situated approximately midway between Tokyo and Osaka; it sits near the
center of Honshu. It has a population of 800,000 and is the largest city in Shizuoka Prefecture.

Hamamatsu City has been famous as an industrial city, with various industrial factories
integrated in the city. However, it has been most well known for manufacturing musical instruments.
Leading musical instrument manufacturers in Japan, such as Yamaha Corporation and Kawai
Musical Instruments Manufacturing, are headquartered in Hamamatsu. However, since 1970,
musical instruments manufacturing has been facing a slump. In 2011, the city positioned this sector
not as a leading industry but as a local industry.

On the other hand, the city started implementing the “City of Music” initiative as a cultural
policy in 1981. In 2007, the city’s master plan sought to build “Creative City” as a priority policy,
with the “City of Music” initiative identified as the focus of this policy. One of the basic policies of
this initiative is the “promotion of creative industries originated from manufacturing.” Further, in
2014, the city became affiliated with the UNESCO Creative Cities Network in the field of music.

According to my observations, it was in the 2000s that the city began recognizing the
uniqueness and importance of combining the musical instruments industry and music. I also point

out that in this process, the city came to regard music as a source of economic growth.
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