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Increasing Autonomy. Urban Regime Analysis of Chiba City
in the Tokyo Metropolitan Area
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This article analyzes how a city has been increasing autonomy from an urban regime
perspective taking a case of Chiba city in the Tokyo metropolitan area. The city has passed
through three different regimes since 1950 and has been increasing autonomy. Chiba city
currently tries to enhance local autonomy by adopting policies for civic participation and
cooperation and for the revitalization of the local economy. These policies, however, are at
risk of contributing to the formation of the neo-liberal mode to local regulation.
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