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Meanings and Influence of “the Breast Representation”

CEN
SUGAMORI Asako

For centuries,the breast has been given powerful and contradictory meanings. As Marilyn
Yalom said,"Babies see food. Men see sex. Doctors see disease. Business people see dollar
signs.”  All female breasts are corded as “good breasts” and “bad breasts”. What kind of
influence have the meanings of the breast representation had on women? In order to
answer this question, this paper shows voices of 3 women who experienced breast cancer
and mastectomy. Their breast representation is similar, but their attitude toward it is
different. The issue is to see how we should place the breasts in women’s “living bodies”
and “life”.

F—7—K : ¥pB (Breast), # 7% (Body Representation), ¥*/3A (Breast
Cancer)
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