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Summary. Rabaul - Pondo Area by W.O. Robson,
R.AAF. containing interrogation of Kylert, Natives
etc. brought out by Archer Patrol. Statement of
evacuees from New Britain’
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(8) Leadley, Alan J., 1976, A history of the Japanese
occupation of the New Guinea islands and its effects,
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Moresby, p. 111

(&) BENIDRERN T mREHVEOeBE<REHOIV L
0%  HOBEEC RN K NS D W R T <ER
FOMNEL R O W A © M iR O WIS L £
BEONT A RHEQE N L QHIEYE O INT D2 Q
I < B E IR m R 02 QM AU eiaid R LR
MABHS 0% QIERY O 5\ 18" 2501999, Nanshin:
Japanese settlers in Papua and New Guinea 1890-1949,
Journal of Pacific History Monograph series, Australian
National University, Canberra) 024 L°

B) BLIE | REE " dA-—"ahNEHR [ERRom)
P Km = G, REMR Y S uT
e o R ( ©% Ny 1§ — Lo 8RS a1 210
(EISEK{eT N 1 —"1]OO0#Rm! | Om” |iK)°

&) WHAER | RRM TRKEHEGNECYNNRAD I 1 —
SN QMR <TRWRE,” [RERERER] Bz
ORBPEIE B | Onjm®

) BIK | RRO 'mEELERENESL, [RK]

_34._



Wiime N D REESNNNT B ] e

(T) doK” EEEX [ Oll~ 1 Onlm®

) N HeEIMK (v Nau i —"11O00#Rm] |
Om” ik’

(D) e HoNTDRERCERIHE ( v o il ~"1]
OOOHPmI N mKm{{ m® QD | 7 | K9P K7
PN DR EFERELD — BREPFLKVHURIVENS] RE
oK RX-RRKC

(F) e HeEIWK Sy N i —" e

(2) Wi | R< 7 "aseeinit SEcmiH,” K=
# HEEME [EBEC4—DY—INYN — HIREER
BRRE T H o —] KL EUXETE G ik 1]
T

(L) A setof Japanese orders to the guard forces at Rabaul,
1 July 1942, NAA, AWMDb54-506 72,72, ‘Intelligence
Information Memorandum, No. 32. The Japanese
attitude towards natives in New Guinea and the
Solomons’

5) EREEROCHHuN 0K 12" The natives of
this area are in general simple and docile and have
the habit of respecting their masters. Each village is
controlled autonomously under its chief (sometimes
there is a big chief over the chiefs of a certain areaor
a number of villages), and if you can get the chiefsto
direct the people favorably it will make control
comparatively easy and contribute a good deal of
efficiency to the labour.
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(R) IFECLEE A O Qe - R X2 Make them[New
Guineans]realise that the Imperial Army will protect
their lives and property, and that at the same
time....make them understand well the great power
and prestige of Japan and the superiority of the
Japanese race and bring them to trust us, admire us,
and be devoted to us.
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(i3) Statement of Peter Lawrenteus Kylert, Rabaul, 10
September 1944, NAA, AWM54-779,73,793, ‘Handling
of personnel(civilian)liberated from Japanese occupied
territories. Report by Lt. Archer - Intelligence
Summary. Rabaul - Pondo Area by W.O. Robson,
R.A.AF. containing interrogation of Kylert, Natives
etc. brought out by Archer Patrol. Statement of
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The conditions under which they [the whites] were
forced to live were disgraceful. The prisoners had to
sleep on cement floors without any coverings. They
were given no food or water until late in the
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afternoon when a menial quantity was doled out to
them........ The Government Secretary (Mr H H Page)
was brought in by motor car. He was made to carry
cargo from the ships to stores. He was kicked several
times as were most of prisoners.....Mr Murray of the
Agricultural Department was brought in from
Keravat a few days later....He was made to cut
firewood.....Mr Mantle (District Officer, Rabaul) was
forced to prepare tea for the other prisoners. Natives
looked on and laughed.
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Realities of the Japanese Military Rule at Rabaul, New Britain
Island, from 1942 to 1945

by IWAMOTO Hiromitsu

The Japanese Imperial Army occupied Rabaul from the early
1942 to the end of the Pacific War. It established a civil
administration, Minsei-bu, in order to rule the local population.
After the war, some Japanese expressed a perception on their rule
as zensei [good rule], as the wartime propaganda highlighted the
liberation of Papua New Guineans from Australian rule. Postwar
memoirs of Japanese veterans indicated that the friendly association
of Japanese with the local poeple contributed to the amicable
relationship between them in the postwar period. However, the
realities did not necessarily accord with these perceptions. The
careful analysis of the policies of the civil administration shows that
the Japanese did not intend to liberate Papua New Guineans from
colonial rule. What they intended was to replace the Australian
ruling apparatus with their own. The primary purpose of the
administration was to assist military operations in facilitating local
self-sufficiency and repressing anti-Japanese movement. Most
villagers did not enjoy ‘freedom’ from colonial rule. The Japanese
utilised the local labour force more systematically and forcefully
than the prewar Australian administration. The Japanese employed
lenient policies in the first two years, but their rule became harsh
from the beginning of 1944 when Rabaul was isolated and left
behind the defence line of a Japanese sphere. Although some
cordial relationships developed between the Japanese and villagers,
most Japanese kept their position as a ‘colonial ruler. In most
cases, they could not become a better ‘master’ than their Australian
predecessors. Instead they soon turned out to be a hard ‘master’
who ruled the villagers under fear. This paper attempts to shed
light on realities of Japanese rule through analyses of both Japanese
and Asutralian military records, postwar publications and oral
evidence I collected from my interviews.
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