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The status and issues of wide-area evacuation from the Great East Japan

Earthquake and Fukushima Nuclear Disaster of 2017:
Based on surveys in Saitama prefecture
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Abstract

Over six years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake and Fukushima Nuclear
Disaster, but approximately 45,000 evacuees are still living outside their home prefectures. This
paper examines the status and issues of wide-area evacuation from the disaster, based on surveys
in Saitama prefecture.

From the results of local government surveys, the overall status of the evacuation in Saitama
prefecture has been revealed. The number of evacuees has decreased by 10% each year. 70% are
“forced evacuees” of radioactive contamination from Evacuation Order Zone, 20% are “voluntary
evacuees” of radioactive contamination outside the zone, and 10% are tsunami victims.

From the survey of evacuees, we determined some of the needs and sufferings of each evacuee
respondent. The evacuee situation has diversified; some no longer need any support, but others
require support for their body and heart health. Serious problems regarding evacuee’s housings
are being realized. Many evacuees suffer from distress, whether they will return to home area or
settle down in Saitama. Additionally, the rebuilding of livelihood is being forced to each evacuee’s
personal responsibility, as the evacuation order is being lifted. There is a continued need for the

support of evacuees who are suspended between two communities.
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