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Oral History of the Japanese Financial Community in the City
of London : Analysing Narratives at the Intersection of Gender,
Class and Ethnicity

by SAKAI, Junko

Oral history/life story methods have flourished in English
speaking countries and other areas in the world for more than
thirty years. In Japan, oral history has just been recognized as a
powerful research method for historical, sociological and cultural
studies, though similar methods have already been used in many
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disciplines. It is now urgent to develop methodological discussions,
particularly regarding how to analyse oral narratives that are not
necessarily ‘truth’ but important for ‘meaning’.

This paper reviews the author’s own research on the Japanese
financial community, which was published as Japanese Bankers in
the City of London : Language, culture and identity in the Japanese
diaspora, (Routledge, 2000). This financial market has become more
international since the 1970s, especially during the Thatcher
government. As a result, the market no longer represents the

‘Englishness’ of British business culture, and is .instead a
multi-cultural community. Japanese financial institutions have also
participated in the change as economic actors.

In this article, life stories of workers in Japanese institutions,
the newcomer to the City, showed the power relationships among
workers at the crossroad of gender, class and ethnicity.
People talked about differences in their ways of conducting
businesses, work cultures, and more generally, cultures in society,
as if such cultural diversity had been essential. Narratives in fact
reflected power relationships within the organization and in the
City. Narrative stories pointed out gender inequalities, social
mobility, and ethnic differences. However, stories seemed to have
been exaggerated, distorted, or being suppressed, and the paper
illustrates how the author analysed the meaning of such ‘unreliable’
stories in relation to gender, class and ethnicity.

People who worked in the midst of the change in the City of
London have collectively constructed a subjective world map of the
core and the periphery which was perceived as rigidly structured.
However, it seems that the boundaries are being transcended and
people have started to have new identities that are not fixed to
the ‘old’ world order.

Thus, the author has shown her own experimental ways of
analysing oral narratives in historical and sociological work. The
author is hoping to continue further examination of how to analyse
data and how to combine analyses and words in oral history
writing.
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