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The Meaning and transition of “zaiti-kantona” during the
Medieval Times

by NAKAMURA, Akiko

“Kantona” (popular name using government post and title) is
seen widely in local community (“zaiti”) during medieval times.
Until now, “kantona” has been discussed in connerction with
government post system of the Imperial Court or “kanto-nari” of
shrine seat (“miyaza”) in the medieval latter term. Because of these
tendencies, “kantona” has been regarded as a mere social position
sign.

But the author thinks that it is important to examine “kantona”
in age of the order. So, in this article, the author intends to depict
the process which “kantona” spread out and to clarify the meaning
of “kantona” .

The presence of farmers(called “tato”)commissioned government
posts in the method such as “nenkyu”and the participation in the
backward regions backward regions of the persons concerned in
provincial government (“kokuga”)are the background that “kantona”
permeated into “zaiti” . They commissioned government posts
independently, and after that, their descendants arrogated their
ancestors’ posts to themselves without installation. Thus many
kinds of “kantona”coexisted in“zaiti”in the medieval former term.

When it becomes the medieval latter term, the kinds of “kantona”
decreased and it was systematized. In the same time, a group
(called “soson”)was being established in order to deal with disputes
and protect their village from surrounding villages. In that process,
the village used “kantona” as its original title. Leaders of the
village had “kantona” and it raised their company consciously.
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