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The Ottoman Empire’s Second Constitutional Regime

by SHIDARA, Kunihiro

~From the time that the Constitution was restored in the
Ottoman  Empire in 1908, the Sultan’s authority was indeed
weakened, but the Grand Vezir and traditional bureaucrats still
formed the nucleus of the regime in the form of a cabinet. Under
this second Constitutional regime, the Committee of Union and
Progress (CUP) , which had actively contributed to the restoration
of the Constitution, insisted on joining the regime.

Despite their low-ranking in the Ottoman hierarchy, such
Committee members as Enver, Cemal, and Talat took various
measures to obtain important posts in the government, but not
successfdlly. These three Turks then tried to intervene in the
regime by controlling the Parliament and thus exerting influence on
the Grand Vezir. However, they still did not succeed in obtaining
any top positions in the regime, their political ambitions frustrated
twice by anti-CUP groups.

In 1913 the CUP led a coup d’état, first to put one of the
Committee members in the post of Grand Vezir, later to replace
it with a triumvirate regime instituted by the same three Turks
who occupied such important positions as Damat (Sultan’s
son-in-law) and Pasha. Representing the regime, they implemented
various policies that eventually changed the course the Ottoman
Empire took during that time, but were obviously not successful
in preventing the Empire’s downfall.
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