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Education and Social Practice by Photo Elicitation Research:

A case study on the history of local development
in Sado Island through an analysis of Miyamoto Tsuneichi’s photography

MoH & AT R RT
KADOTA, Takehisa; KONISHI, Kodai

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to clarify the ripple effects of research based on the
“Photo elicitation” method using field photography on both fieldwork education for students
and social practice in a research place. “Photo elicitation” is an anthropological field research
method that could regenerate people’s emotions and memories by presenting old pictures to
people who are related to the subjects of the pictures. We have been doing an ethnographic
study about the history of local development in Sado Island with our students since 2016,
where we are gathering a lot of oral history by using former ethnologist Miyamoto Tsuneichi's
photographs which were taken in this island during the 1960s and 1970s. The ethnography
written by us including students, as a result of this project was picked up by the local media in
Sado, this news created several derivative events. This indicates that ethnographic reports are
not only static books, but they also exist within agencies that widely circulate to the field and
could formulate other people’s reality. Therefore, for students, such an action-research could be
a valuable opportunity to learn we could be better able to understand each other with the people

in research locations.
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