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Tourism and Ideal Types of Consumption:
The possibilities and limitations of postmaterialist tourism

IR Pt
MIZUHARA, Toshihiro

Abstract: The aim of this paper is to examine tourism from the viewpoint of the sociology of

consumption. First of all, tourism is theoretically compared with consumption and diverse

kinds of tourism are categorized as the three ideal types, "materialist,

"non

symbolic (sign)" and

"postmaterialist,” in reference to the theory of the three phases of consumption. Next, we

examine the two questions, that is, whether various sorts of tourism contribute to public opinion

making based on social inclusion on a global scale or not and why the opportunity of real

tourism is increased although diverse hi-tech innovation has made tourism virtual available.

Key words: {5 3/H#7 (theory of three phases of consumption), [H#R{b=AE{L
(virtualization), #x2EM OB AL (mixed/merged social space)
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