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‘Dai-toa Kensetu Singikai’ (The Council for co-prosperity
sphere of Great East Asia) and materializing the design for
economic policies: Focused on ‘Dai-toa Sangyou Kensetu Kihon
Hosaku’

by ADACHI, Hiroaki

After outbreak of the Asia Pacific War, Japanese government
set up 'Dai-toa Kensetu Singikai > (The Council for Co-prosperity
Sphere of Great East Asia) on February 10, 1942. The Council,
whose members were occupied by ministers, government officials,
politicians , and leading financiers, submitted the report on
economic policies called Dai-toa Keizai Kensetu Kihon Hosaku (the
4th report) ~ to the government on May 4. And at the same day,
the Council also set up another 4 sub-committees. The 5th
sub-committee discussed the plans for industrialization under
Japanese power and finally made up the report ‘Dai-toa Sangyou
Kensetu Kihon Hosaku (the 5th report) = based on the 4th report.

Because I have already made a study of the making process
and the political role of the 4th report, this paper will show the
character of the design for economic policies by the examination of
the making process of the 5th report.

Having made the draft of the 5th report, the Ministry of
Commence and Industry tried to enter their idea that the Main
Island of Japan would be the center area of industry and that
Touseikai (the organizations for every important industry) should
have the power to direct the reorganization of every industrial
structure in Great East Asia. Many of the 5th sub-committee
members were the Touseikai concerned whose opinions were much
the same as the Ministry of C&I.

On the other hand, the Army regarded North China as important
area. In addition to that the Ministry of Finance raised an objection
to the other minister’s idea especially on the function of the
Touseikai. Although a lot of ideas which the Ministry of C&I and
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the members of the sub-committee insisted were adopted in the
report, the both important points were remained to be ambiguous.

In short, the 5th report failed to prescribe the center area of
the industrial structure and controlling the whole economic system.

Moreover the reports had been treated only as reference
material, Koain (Asia Development Board) made an independent
plan for China from the 4th report around the same time. In a state
of affairs like this, there was possibility that the economic policies
would carried out in disorder by every agency.
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