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The General Hall in London (est. 1788): Cotton traders
in Britain and their perspectives at the end of the 1780s

OHASHI, Satomi

In the history of the British cotton industry, the late 18th century
has been considered an important turning point until recently: it was
the time when British cotton textiles achieved the level ‘equal’ to the
textiles produced in India in both quality and quantity, and, hence, the
cotton industry in Britain could launch the expansion of markets over-
seas. Thereafter, British cotton manufacturers and traders increased
their efforts to obtain markets abroad,fighting against the privilege and
trading monopol yenjoyed by the East India Company for the last few
centuries. In the domestic scene, the industry entered a new stage for
the preparation of the factory systems which allowed them to produce
more products, leading British society as a whole to the modern phase.
Among a number of studies devoted to the investigation of the progress
of the British cotton industry, and particularly their leadership in a
campaign for obtaining the right of free trade, it has been Manchester
and Liverpool that have gained the most attention. However, in the
process of achieving advancement in the cotton industry in Britain Scot-
tish manufacturers and traders, particularly those of Glasgow and its
neighbourhood played vital roles, and as the activities for overcoming
hardship during the late 1780s testified, at one point at least, they even
proposed different ideas from those of their English counterparts.

The purpose of this paper is, therefore, to shed light on those un-
dercover realities of the British cotton trade in the late 1780s. The pa-
per will investigate specifically the attempts of British cotton manufac-
turers and traders intended to overcome a critical situation prevailing
in Britain after one of the public sales of the East India Company in
1787.Through the investigation the paper will point out that the British
cotton industry at that time did not merely criticise the monopoly and
the privileges given to the East India Company, but also put forward
their own scheme to establish a commercial venue called the General
Hall in London for the purpose of promoting their own industry, which
was rejected by peer manufacturers and traders in Manchester and
Paisley. In conclusion, the paper notes that the fact that the opinions in
the British cotton industry were split over the ways to achieve success
in their industry is an important suggestion that British society at the
end of the 18th century had different views for achieving modern soci-
ety.
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