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The Emergence of the ‘East India Budget’ in the House of Commons

SHIKANO, Mie,

This paper explores the East Indian affairs in the late eighteenth
century British politics. In particular, it focuses on the ‘East India bud-
get’ in the House of Commons between 1787 and 1793. The ‘East India
budget’ was opened first in 1787, and then it was annually opened in
the House of Commons by the Board of Control which was created to
manage Indian affairs by Pitt’s India Act of 1784.

During the second half of the eighteenth century, the British gov-
ernment suffered serious fiscal problems due to the rising cost of wars,
and the ministers attempted to introduce reforms to reduce the national
debt. At around the same time, many politicians in London had been
attracted to the ‘East Indian wealth’. Therefore, the conventional view
of Indian problems in the eighteenth century has had the attention
in economic or fiscal history. In practice, it was the economic problem
that North’s Regulating Act of 1773 concentrated on. But we should not
overlook the fact that the political elements of the Indian affairs was
important to the late eighteenth century British politics, especially after
the introduction of the Pitt’s India Act of 1784. The ‘East India budgets’,
which was the main target of Pitt’sEast India policy,debated not only
about the East India Company’s finance, but also about the political
elements of the Indian affairs in domestic arena. By focusing on the po-
litical elements, this article attempts to clarify the East India problems
in the late eighteenth century.

This paper begins with an overview of the East India financial
problems in the second half of the eighteenth century. Next, it turns to
the debates on the ‘East India budgets’ from 1787 to 1793, then ana-
lyzes newspapers, contemporary political pamphlets and tracts about
East Indian affairs. In conclusion, this paper shows what meanings did
the East India budget sannually open in the House of Commons from
1787 for the British politics.
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