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Sir William Rowley

Sir Robert Wilson

Hon. James Abercrombie
Hon. Henry G. Bennet
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Hon. Lawrence Dundas

Hon. Thomas Dundas

Hon. William R. Maule

Hon. George Ponsonby

(Hon.) General George Walpole
Colonel William L. Hughes
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Colonel George J. Robarts

Captain Charles Adam
Adair, Robert

Adam, William

Allen, John H.
Barclay, George
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Barnett, James

3|Barrett Lennard, T.
4|Bernal, Ralph

Birch, Joseph

6|Brougham, Henry
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Byng, George

8|Calvert, Charles

49|Carter, John

50{Chaloner, Robert

51|Coke, Thomas W.
Combe, Harvey C.

5.
53|Concannon, Lucius

54|Creevey, Thomas

55|Denison, William J.
56|Denman, Thomas
57|Erskine, David
58|Ellice, Edward

59|Graham, James R.G.

0|Grant, John P.

Gordon, Robert

Honywood, William P.

Horner, Francis

| 64|Hume, Joseph
James, William

69|Moore, Peter

70|North, Dudley

Ord, William

Russell, Matthew

Russell, Robert G.

Scarlet [Scarlett], James

75|Taylor, Michael A.

76|Tierney, George

77| Thorp, John T.

78|Waithman, Robert

79|Warre, John A.
0[Wharton, John

1[Whitbread, Samuel

2|Wyvill, Marmaduke
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Fox Dinners: The Whig Party’s View of Politics

MASAKI, Keisuke

By examining the London Fox Club and the Fox dinners, both of
which declared support for the political principles of the dead leader of
the Whig party, Charles James Fox, this article will reveal this party’s
view of politics. In early-nineteenth-century Britain, according to the ex-
isting literature, the Fox Clubs and dinners played a vital role in Whig
politics in many towns and helped the Whigs get involved in the reform
movement between the late 1810s and the early 1820s. Contrary to a
popular view as such, this article points out that the Fox Club was es-
tablished only in the capital, while the Fox dinners were held in twelve
local towns as well as in London. These Whig associations named after
Fox were not so popular as their Tory counterparts, namely the Pitt
Clubs, which were established in more than sixty towns in Britain. The
London Fox Club was a significant rallying point for the Whig party,
but it was a more private and exclusive organisation than the London
Pitt Club.

There were several reasons why the Fox dinners were not popular
or widespread in urban communities. First, the liberal middle classes,
who were a powerful political force in commercial and manufacturing
towns, considered the Fox dinners useless, because such dinners failed
to propose a set of reform measures that would meet their political de-
mands. Second, while the name of Fox was significant as an icon for the
parliamentary Whigs, it was not effective enough to draw support from
the liberal middle classes, because Fox was regarded by these classes as
an aristocratic politician who did not eagerly support reform. Third, the
Whig party was unwilling to develop extra-parliamentary political asso-
ciations, which the party thought might be dangerous enough to inter-
fere with the legislative power of Parliament and the executive power of
the government. These reasons suggest that the Whig party then was
an elitist political group, who was not always successful in collecting
support from broader public opinions, and from the liberal middle class-
es in particular.

In conclusion, it is emphasised that three elements were vital as
components of the Whig party’s view of politics: the principles of Fox,
or the ‘cult’ of Fox; the idea that parliamentary parties had significant
roles in the British constitution; and the notion that the people or the
middle classes outside Parliament had an important political role, but
at the same time they should be led by the parties in Parliament.
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