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The Historiographical Background of Jehu’s Claim as the
Murderer of Joram and Ahaziah

by HASEGAWA Syuichi

Since its discovery, the Tel Dan Inscription has raised a question
about the real murderer of Joram, the king of Israel and Ahaziah, the
king of Judah in 841 BCE. According to this inscription, Hazael killed
the two kings. This contradicts the Biblical story that ascribes these
murders to Jehu. In the first place, this study reviews the scholarly

" debates on this question, re-examines their methodological validities,

and then provides a possible answer to this query. In the second part,
the study investigates why the false murderer claimed to be the slayer
of the two kings.

Scholars have proposed harmonising solutions for the discrepancy
between the two sources — the Bible and the Tel Dan Inscription.
However, these solutions are not only incompatible with the historical
situation at the time, but also methodologically invalid. The Bible is
the secondary source which had been subject to redactions, whereas the
Tel Dan Inscription is the primary source. Therefore, the priority must
be given to the latter. Hence, the real murderer of Joram and Ahaziah
could be identified with Hazael.

Jehu did not kill the two kings. This fact arouses a question, why
the Bible ascribes the murders to Jehu. The part of the Bible, which
describes the murders (Jehu Narrative), was composed at the royal
court of the Dynasty of Jehu. This indicates that the murders were
intentionally ascribed to Jehu. The entire Jehu Narrative emphasises
Jehu’s religious devotion to YHWH. From the viewpoint of the YHWH
religion, Joram and Ahaziah were the dire rulers because their ancestor
Ahab brought the Baal cult into Israel.. It was thus important for the
author to ascribe the murder of these apostate kings to Jehu. Another
reason for the ascription of the murders to Jehu might have been the
hostility against Aramaeans: Aramaeans vexed Israel until the later days
of the Jehuite Dynasty. The author, who composed the original Jehu
Narrative during this Dynasty, did not wish to ascribe the deed of killing
the two kings to the Aramaean king, who brought hardship to the
Israelites, but preferred to ascribe it to his compatriot king.





