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Tourism and Social Integration- A Perspective on the Modern
History of the Japan-Okinawa Relations

by UEMA Soichiro

The history of Okinawa seems very unique in contrast to other
regions in Japan. It is little known today that the independent kingdom
the Ryukyu-Okoku existed over the Nansei Islands. It was since the
invasion of the Satsuma Domain in 1609 that the Ryukyu took steps
towards becoming a semi-independent country under the dual influences
of China and Japan. Ryukyu kept the regime until 1879 when it was
militarily annexed to Japan. Around the late 1800s and the end of the
Pacific War, the Japanese government evolved its integration policy with
Okinawa drastically and ingeniously. It was because of the geographical
advantage in trading and defending Japan's mainland. The latter reason
seems understandable, since in the Battle in Okinawa in 1945, when the
Pacific War was near its end, both the Japanese troops and the American
troops clashed fiercely. Over twelve thousand Okinawan general citizens
died in the war. After the war, Okinawa advantaged the US government
that started to implement the cold war. It enabled the US to establish
the military government and to build military bases in Okinawa in order
to protect the capitalist nations free from the threat of communism.
Under the rule of the US military administration, Okinawan people had
to seek the way to rebuild their post-war society. It is one of the ways
that they resisted the colonial administration to win their autonomy. The
rise of the political resistance from below during this period reflected
the Okinawan prodemocracy. They demanded to apply the Japanese
Constitution to Okinawa, to guarantee the basic human rights, and
to improve the living standard into the one Japanese people enjoyed
in mainland. In 1971, the Okinawa Reversion Agreement was signed
by the Japanese and US governments, and was implemented in 1972.
However, it was not necessarily accepted by Okinawan people. The
biggest problem of the reversion was that the US military bases would
continue to exist, although Okinawan people had called for the removal
of the bases from Okinawa. Besides, there have been more political
and economic problems produced since the 1972 reversion: the presence
of US military bases under the Japan-US Mutual Defense Treaty. The
diplomatic policy has kept the 75 percent of US forces in Japan to stay in
the Okinawa Prefecture even today. In this light, the review of the 1972
reversion helps us understand the modern Okinawan economic society.
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