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Local Government and Water Usage of Urban Residents in the
Postwar Reform Period till the 1950s
—A Case Study of Mishima City in Shizuoka Prefecture —

NUMAJIRI, Akinobu

This study aims to thoroughly examine the diverse water usage by
urban residents of Mishima City in Shizuoka Prefecture in the postwar
reform period till the 1950s and the various relationships that support
it. The study will also clarify the relationship between the local govern-
ment and residents with respect to water usage established through the
process where various policies related to water were implemented by
the local government and the nation.

Water usage by residents immediately after World War II may
be categorized into the following three types: First, water from wells
installed on private land was used. Second, water maintained and man-
aged by various groups including private water-supply association was
used. Third, there was water usage based on customary rights, such as
washing laundry at waterfronts, possibly derived from residents living
in areas near the waterfront. At this stage, no close relationship be-
tween the water usage by residents and the local government policies
was found.

In the 1940s-50s, the population of Mishima City increased and
the domestic wastewater polluted the rivers. At this time, the city start-
ed waterworks and the Japanese government established Waste Dispos-
al Act, prohibiting the dumping of human waste into rivers. However,
the enforcement areas of the municipal waterworks were limited to
a certain part of the city for financial reasons. Washing at the water-
fronts, that may violate Waste Disposal Act, also continued. On the oth-
er hand, residents launched various movements to make the local gov-
ernment reflect the public opinion while demanding the development
of water supply and sewage lines that could not be achieved by various
groups from the residential areas.

Thus, local government policies concerning water usage during
that time were not necessarily sufficient and were far from the life of
the residents. However, amidst social changes including population
growth, residents did not only stick to water usage that relied on vari-
ous conventional groups and customs but also started to position the lo-
cal government as the main entity that implements new public policies
concerning water usage.
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