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Recognition of Parental Attitudes and the Motivation to Learn
Misaki Tsuji (Graduate school of Contemporary Psychology, Rikkyo University)

This study examined the degree to which children’s recognition of their parents’ attitudes influences their
motivation to learn. A total of 189 high school students (68 male and 121 female) completed a questionnaire
that measured the recognition of parents’ attitudes in four categories (Emotional Support, Identification,
Control, and Autonomy) vis-a-vis their motivation to learn. Findings revealed that a high recognition of
“Control” or “Autonomy,” and a low recognition of “Emotional support” tended to suppress the respondents’
motivation to learn. In contrast, a higher recognition of “Emotional support” from parents resulted in greater
levels of motivation to learn. This study suggests that it is important for parents to reduce their disciplinary
habits and attributes related to “Control,” as well as to allow their children less freedom in their decisions
and actions. The present findings also suggest that empathy from parents positively influences the promotion
of children’s voluntary learning to a significant degree.
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