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Basilica Excavation Report, Tlos, 2011 (General Observations)

URANO, Satoshi

The site of the Tloan (plausibly episcopal) church occupies the northern
part of a terrace (35m x 50m; 3m above of the palaestra and the baths
respectively to the west and to the south), the supposed ancient temenos
in the southern part of which the Kronos temple was located. Its ground
plan is a so-called pseudo cross-transept with a spacious atrium instead of
a narthex, similar to those of the main churches in Perge and Patara, while
its construction method and materials are much resemble to those of the
Xanthian basilicas.

In 2011 season, rubbles were removed from the entire area of the north
aisle and transept down to the level (472.760m) which roughly agrees with
that of the threshold of the passage from the aisle to the nave (472.755 m).
As a result of this work, it turned obvious that the north transept had been
later divided into three rooms (Room 1-3) by three partition walls (PW 1-3)
in different times; they are intersected each other at the piled block pillar
(covered with remnants of lavishly frescoed plaster) which is thought to
have supported the timber roof over the north transept. The side entrances
of (or doorways to the still unattested extensions from) the aisle and the
transept were later blocked off. The quality and accuracy of their masonry
(of mortared stones and bricks piled up alternately) is poorer than that of
the outer walls (also of mortared stones and bricks); PW 3 is attached to
the north outer wall not at the right angles, while each outer wall is set up
carefully almost in line and intersected to each other at right angles. The wall
between Room 1 and 2 (PW1) is far thinner and of poorer quality masonry
with less glue of mortar.

Alongside PW 3 in Room 1, four brick/stone piles, perhaps altars (Altar
A-C, E) with remnants of frescoed plaster were found. Immediately beneath
the ground between these altars (A, B, E), human bones were found scattered
over slate-covers of the supposed two tombs (which were not excavated in
this season). These facts allude to the plausible possibility that Room 1 was
used as a burial chamber in some time when or after PW3 was constructed.
On the same level as these bones were found, fragments of Byzantine or
Seljuq glazed pottery (11-14th centuries) were excavated, some of which
were discovered on the threshold of the nave stained with ashes of remains
of fire. Remarkably discovered were fragments of late antique or Byzantine
religious furniture with reliefs (those of the templon?) near the altars (a
limestone slab with a series of, at least four, crosses carved, and others with
cross-reliefs). They seem to have been reused after they had been damaged
from unknown reasons. At the moment, it is not clear how old they are and
for what purposes they had been used before and after their being damaged.

In Room 2, there was held a trial digging of floor mosaics which emerged
at about 0.10 m below the present ground level (472.744m).
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