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How an Organic Strawberry Farm Invests in Social Justice:
The Case of Swanton Berry Farm in California
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Organic farming, begun as an alternative to industrial farming, is having a hard time as organic
industrialized agriculture is now rapidly growing and globalizing. In order to survive, the farms
are forced to enlarge their scale, employ a great number of immigrants, and neglect the
well-being of workers. Critics have noted that there is wide variation in the working conditions
and social justice in organic farming in California. This paper is a case study of Swanton Berry
Farm in Santa Cruz, the first commercially viable organic strawberry farm in California. Tracing
the history of the farm, placing it within the history of organic farming, and interviewing the
owner Jim Cochran, I clarify Cochran’s unique standpoint in the organic movement and his
attempt to invest in social justice.
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