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What Significance Does a Lung Cancer Patient Find in
Participating in Patient Groups? Interviews with Ms. M with
a Rare Genetic Mutation

T A
SAITO Kimiko

This paper aims to determine the significance of participating in patient groups for a patient
with lung cancer with a rare genetic mutation. Interviews with Ms. M revealed that attending
patient groups was important to her because she felt a sense of belonging to a community which
results from “discovery of homogeneity.” Other meanings Ms. M found in her participation were
acquiring “‘experiential knowledge,” learning how to cope with individually-different situations
by socializing to the groups, and becoming more hopeful of a longer “life” through the groups’
activities.
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