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Kuroita Katsumi and Esperanto.

WATANABE, Tsuyoshi

It has been known for a long time that Kuroita’s ideas about Esperan-
to had a connection with nationalism. However, the prior research deals
with only a part of Kuroita’s ideas about Esperanto, and nobody explored
yet Kuroita and Esperanto’s rapport in details.

For these reasons, this article explores as exhaustively as possible the
rapport between Kuroita and Esperanto, especislly Kuroita’s ideas about
Esperanto.

Kuroita first learned about Esperanto in 1902 and started Esperanto
movement in 1906. He was the central figure of Esperanto movement until
his exclusion from this movement in 1919. Even after that, Kuroita contin-
ued to evaluate positively Esperanto, and supported the movement.

From 1906 to 1908 Kuroita further emphasized the simplicity of Espe-
ranto. From 1913 to 1915, in his Esperanto’s views, he came to assert that
Japanese language must be protected from foreign languages, idea which
strengthened nationalisfic character of his theories. There, he also clarified
his resistance against the West. When World War I ended and the League
of Nations was established, he came to evaluate the Japanese state and
Esperanto as resources of the current nationalistic(minzoku) world.

Kuroita’s ideas about Esperanto consistently included nationalism,
however the degree was different depending on the time. Likewise, he did
not try to apply the logic of ethnic equality included in Esperanto to East
Asia.

— 197 —



	10論文（渡邉様）

