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<ABSTRACT>

Introduction of European Immigrants during the Imperial Era and

Construction of Migration Sites in Brazil

Hiroaki Maruyama

In this paper, attempts are made to clarify the reason for massive acceptance of European
immigrants during the Imperial era that was characterized by the abolition of slavery, repeated local
revolts and war with the neighboring countries.

The abolition of slavery was a weighty issue that led to a serious labor shortage in the coffee
farm. On the other hand, for the national elites who were possessed by racist idea at that time, the
abolition of slavery seemed to be an inescapable task to rescue the state from the “proof of national
inferiority” identified by the existence of black slaves and mixed-race people.

In addition, the local revolt and the war with the neighboring countries got the government
to recognize that the ensuring territorial integrity without national division was urgent issue. The
government was forced to settle inhabitants to the hinterland of the vast territory that had been
neglected until then. The acceptance of European immigrants, i.e., German in the beginning, then
Italians, was considered as one of the comprehensive solutions to solve various national challenges.
The acceptance of massive European immigrants has been deeply involved in today’s Brazilian nation

and citizen formation.
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