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Misa Otsuka (Course of Philosophy and Creative Writing,
Department of Letters, College of Arts)

Thank you for today’s lecture. I study about education and library studies. I
want to be a teacher who teaches Japanese and a school librarian. I learned many
things from your speech.

[ think teachers should help student’s learning. Students should be interested
when they read books. I want students to read many books. When I was a student,
[ liked reading books and I learned a lot of things from them. I think teachers attach
importance to “education.” But I think teachers should also make students happy
to read books. Teachers suggest books written by authors such as Osamu Dazai and
Yasunari Kawabata. However, are these recommendations really for the students?
People disregard comics and picture books in school. I think comics and picture
books are very important because people can be influenced by them. I wonder if
school libraries should do more than recommend just literary classics.
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Mikaru Kojma (Course of Philosophy and Creative Writing,
Department of Letters, College of Arts)

In the lecture by Professor Joan, the word “space for sharing” made an im-
pression on me. [ think reading the book involved not just finishing reading. It is
important to have an opinion and share it with others. Japanese libraries have little
space to communicate with others. I think Japanese libraries needs to create space
for discussion and a multipurpose rooms.

Also, I completely agree with Professor Joan’s idea that people expect too much
of the picture book to teach morals. These books can make children dislike reading.
Children’s reading should be freer. I think it is not necessary for parents to limit
children’s choice of books unless the book could injure a person.

[ got the opportunity to think about reading for children. Thank you, Professor
Joan.
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Erika Wakayama (Department of History, College of Arts)

Juvenile literature has been viewed as only stories for children that are educa-
tional and childish. Recently, well-known traditional Japanese tales, such as the
“The Monkey and the Crab” and “Clack Clack Mountain” have had their endings
changed so that they are the so-called “happy ending.” In this way, juvenile lit-
erature becomes limited only to stories in which nobody is sacrificed and all
characters are happy. However, I was surprised to learn that there are stories based
on difficult themes, such as “hatred” or “refugees.” Children think about things as
deeply as adults. We should not show a child only beautiful things. They may grow
up by exposing them to harsher themes. I feel that the important thing is that
children think for themselves so they can become stronger.

A lot of educational books exist, but I think that the power of a story is the
strongest. Juvenile literature can convey traditions, customs, and manners in a
natural and concise way. Stories are indispensable for children. The story does not
say clearly that something is bad, that you must not do something, or that something
is best. Characters move busily and expose feelings, they fail, and they grow up.
Such stories convey important values. We empathize with a story and the lessons
taken away from the story affect the heart. In an electronic society such as ours, the
number of book readers is decreasing. However, stories are conveyed not only
through print. The story is also passed on by words from person to person. The story
does not disappear even if a book disappears. The story shakes our heart and will
continue to exist because it is conveying something important. Therefore, everyone
should think about the power of a story and the role it can play a role in the growth
of children.
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This new use of heavy themes is important to children. But I think that they
have power and encourage children to engage with the world. The story can be fun
and exciting even if it includes heavier themes. And children will want to read more.
The easiest way to learn something is when we enjoy the learning and get interested
naturally. Juvenile literature has this power. I have come to understand the power
and importance of juvenile literature and feel it is important that this cultural tra-
dition continue.
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