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Abstract: This study seeks to determine how Japanese university students perceive
intercultural learning in the English classroom, and to what extent they have
received intercultural language education before entering university. Despite its
necessity, research has shown that Japan falls behind in developing language
learners’ intercultural competence. However, various efforts by middle and high
school teachers to incorporate intercultural learning opportunities into their daily
classes have also been reported. In order to investigate the actual trend, a survey
was conducted among 300 university freshmen to inquire what intercultural
opportunities they had, and how they percieve the value and benefit of developing
intercultural competence. The study concluded that the majority of students had
opportunities to learn various non-inner-circle country cultures, which they could
compare to their own culture and discuss how the differences could lead to
misunderstandings and conflicts. However, opportunities to learn attitudes and
practical skills to prevent or deal with communication troubles were limited
although most students are eager to acquire them. Most students consider
themselves unequipped with intercultural competence but believe it is necessary for
surviving globalization, and are willing to develop it in the English language
classroom.
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