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From the Adult Guardianship System to Supported Decision-Making:
Beyond the Conflict between Autonomy and Protection
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Abstract

Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities has
attracted worldwide attention in the transition from the Adult Guardianship System, which is a
substitute decision system, to Supported Decision-Making. Because of this, it has been noted that
there is a problem with the Japanese Adult Guardianship System.

The purpose of this study is to examine issues that raise expectations for professional
guardians and citizen guardians who are not acquainted with the client or the relationship
between the system's philosophies. It further aims to present a vision for the future.

Based on current research, professional associations, have sought to shift their relationship from
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Adult Guardianship to “Supported Decision-Making,” but this is difficult because there are few
opportunities to engage with clients.

In addition, many expectations have been placed on the Adult Guardianship System, but there
is a gap between these expectations and the securing human resources. To defend users' rights
it is necessary to emphasize the relationship between the user and the supporter and to
continuously study the autonomy and protection of the principal rather than considering then to

be a conflicting concepts.
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