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Summary

Digitizing “Statistical Yearbook of the Japanese Empire”

Akira Igarashi

This study introduces the characteristics and importance of “Statistical
Yearbook of the Japanese Empire”, a series of statistics collected annually from 1882 to
1940. In this study I describe the experience of digitizing a part of the book, difficulties
faced during digitalization, future usage of the book, and useful datasets from the pre-
war period. For the purpose of my research, I digitalized information regarding the
number of foreigners in each prefecture as well as 13 other variables, obtaining insights
for foreigner situations during pre-war Japan. However, I experienced three types of
problems during the digitalization including the format of the book, missing variables,
and consistency of variables across years.

Keyword: Statistical Yearbook of the Japanese Empire; pre-war; number of foreigners





