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Summary

The Vision and Mission of Qualitative Data Archives
: The Preservation and Reusing of Non-numeral Data

Kaori Takahashi

There is no quantitative social science data archive in Japan. This paper
considers the possibilities and difficulties of managing quantitative social data
archives. In 2010, some researchers discussed the preservation and reusing of
quantitative data and called it “research heritage.” In the UK, there are data archives
that manage not only quantitative data but also qualitative data from over half a
century. Also, Finnish Social Science Data Archive began to accept qualitative data too.
These data archives have detailed rules and guidelines for users and contributors. It
will be difficult to construct a quantitative social science data archive in Japan, but it is
very much possible. For the first step, we need to recognize the value of research data
as research heritage. Furthermore, it is essential to connect researchers and
organizations.
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