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Memorandum for the study of nostalgia:
natsukashisa, nosutarujia and retoro in the Chikyu No Arukikata Guidebook Series for Taiwan
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Summary: While the act of yearning for past things and its effect on society and culture have been studied in
terms of nostalgia, little attention has been given to the fact that there exist different modes of expression to
represent the past. Focusing on Japan's foremost travel guidebook series, Chikyu-No-Arukikata-Guide-
book, this paper examines the text in terms of nostalgic expression in Japanese travel media for Taiwan,
which has been well known as a "nostalgic country” for the Japanese public.

The text analysis reveals three points. First, nostalgic discourse has increased since the guidebook's first
edition in 1987. Second, two loanwords nosutarujikku (/A% » 7)) and retoro (v b ), especially the
latter, have shown a rapid growth, as the Japanese word natsukashii (12>L\~) has decreased. Third, the
loanwords are used even for the qipao or Qing dynasty.

This change can be paraphrased as foreignization of nostalgia, not only because the former two are
loanwords from English, but also its object of nostalgia expands from Japaneseness in Taiwan to East
Asian cultural elements. Foreignization is a process of detachment of the Japanese self from nostalgia. The
paper also suggests the importance of retro as an analytical concept in the study not only of nostalgia but

also of memory.

Key words: ~ A % 2 7 (nostalgia), v I u (retro), ##i (reminiscence), #A4T» 7 4 7 (travel media)
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