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The Security of Children:

Japanese Family Support Centers’ Approaches to Raising Children Between Infancy
and Early Childhood
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Abstract

In Japanese social care, the dominance of large-scale nursing institutions has been widely
criticized; however, small-scale projects such as units or group homes have been gaining
support, thanks to the efforts of the individual institutions. The 2017 strategy “Japan’s Vision
for a Revolution in Child Care,” issued by the Ministry of Health, Labor, and Welfare, aimed at
implementing a transition from institution care to household care and entrusting children to a
target number of foster parents within a set number of years.

However, the United Nations’ Guidelines for the Alternative Care for Children state that all
decisions concerning alternative care should, in principle, prioritize keeping the child as close
as possible to their habitual place of residence. Removal of a child from the care of their family
should be a last-resort measure.

In the Japanese foster care and adoption systems, there is inadequate proof that the best
interests of the child are considered. Therefore, we would like to search for a replacement system
that no longer separates children in need of protection from their household or, at the very least,
minimizes the time that children are separated.

As a part of my study “The Security of Children,” I investigated individual cases of children at
family support centers that offer child care and support for the children’s growth as a first point

of contact based in Tokyo and focusing on their functions.

Key words: the best interests of the child, Children Growing Up Based on the Region, child care

and support for their own growth, Families and Children Support Centers
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