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This paper attempts to clarify the relationship between social misfortunes and
individualization in modern Japan by analyzing an online Q&A site using a qualitative
method and a text mining analysis. In particular, the study examines cases by sorting for the
word “curse,” which could be defined as the opposite consciousness from individualization.
Two findings were obtained as a result of analysis. First, unfortunate situations sorted by the
word “curse” tend to be related to family. Second, in this situation, questioners tend to avoid
social support and reinforce their beliefs in individualization to solve their problems. These
findings indicate that misfortunes in Japan are not seen as caused by individualism, but are,

instead, maintained and reproduced by individualization.

F—7— K @At (Individualization). £ 4H7% (Personal Consultation), 3% (Mis-
fortunes). & > 71 > Q&A H-1 I (Online Q&A Site), Zif% (Family).
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