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Gardenia Blossoms:

Kano Tomonobu and His Students at the Tokyo School
for the Blind and the Deaf

W B AEF
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Kano Tomonobu, Tokyo School for the Blind and the Deaf, embossed
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Abstract
KANO SHUNSEN TOMONOBU (1843-1912) was born the son of Kano Tosen Nakanobu,
eighth head of Hamacho Kano School, and was appointed court painter to the then
Shogun lemochi in the last days of the Tokugawa Shogunate. He was commissioned to
study western art with Kawakami Togai and Charles Wirgman, which resulted in his
being appointed teacher of drawing (gagaku) at the new government schools after the
Meiji Restoration, where this skill was needed to study western technology and sciences.
Tomonobu met Ernest F. Fenollossa while teaching at Tokyo University Preparatory
School, and this led to his appointment as teacher of Japanese painting at the newly
founded Tokyo School of Fine Arts. Tomonobu had been teaching Japanese painting to
deaf students since the early years of Meiji, and after resigning from the Tokyo School
of Fine Arts in 1889, he taught at the Tokyo School for the Blind and the Deaf as an
active member of the faculty until his death in 1912. This paper reports on the details
of his days there as well as some of his students who became artists and art teachers.
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