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Issues in Community Support
for Older Adults Subjected to the Criminal Justice System:
Interviews with Welfare Workers Who Provide Support to Local Residents
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Abstract

This study analyzed interviews with 10 welfare workers from agencies that provide support to
local residents regarding the actual situation and challenges of support in areas where older
adults with a history in the criminal justice system return to live. Challenges at the time of
acceptance and challenges in actually providing support were identified as issues requiring
attention. When a person is being accepted into a community, difficulties arise in relation to
conducting an assessment and providing support for acceptance within a limited time frame,
given that there may not be sufficient information on the person’s living conditions and activities
of daily living prior to his/her release. Furthermore, psychological problems such as anxiety and
a sense of rejection due to a lack of social resources in the community and a lack of experience

supporting people on the receiving side combine to make it difficult for returnees to use existing
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social resources. Since many professionals have no experience in providing support to people
subjected to the criminal justice system, it is vital to establish a system to obtain information and

advice on how to proceed with support from a professional social welfare perspective.

Key words: Older adults covered by the criminal justice system, Community-inclusive society,

Community living support
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