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/2. The first step of a fresh missionary

12-1. J peaple, and culture

() As he looked at the rickshaws on the road and wooden
sandals that the Japanese wore, Henry Tucker was welcomed by two
missionaries, John McKim and T. S. Tyng, at the Port of Yokohama
in October 1899. Although he had arrived in Japan, Tucker still could

not seem to believe that he had been put in charge of a mission, so | Tucker

the tobacco and marmalade offered by Charles Evans and his wife in
Tsukiji satisfied him for a while.

@ Like the other missionaries, Tucker's first task was to spend his first year learning
Japanese. Tucker and some other newcomers took lessons from a Japanese teacher for three
hours every day, and they had the opportunity to talk daily in Japanese with their maid. It
seems that Tucker himself was not a good speaker, and he frequently confused the maid when
he mixed up words, such as “u-wa-gi" (17, coat) and “u-sa-gi" (%, rabbit). Besides learning
Japanese, he took on light duties in schools and churches. He was in charge of teaching Greek
at the boys’ school for foreign children and a class on New Testament Greek at the divinity
school. He also led the evening prayer in Japanese at the Cathedral.

@3 The senior missionaries, though very busy, gave guidance to the younger ones.
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