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Reexamination of Sato Shinichi’s Theory about Dualism in Sho-
gun’s Power : A Response to Higashijima Makoto’s Criticism

KAMEDA, Toshitaka

This paper is a response to Higashijima Makoto’s criticism of my
criticism about Sato Shinichi’s dualism of shogun’s power (Higashijima,
“Introduction to basic concepts for the theory of the shogunate,” Ritsu-
meikan Bungaku 660, 2009), and is intended to further deepen my ar-
gument.

It is certain that Sato’s dualism was effective as a means of an-
alyzing power in the Muromachi shogunate during the Nanbokucho
period, as Higashijima argues. However, at the current level of empir-
ical research, it is not possible to simply classify “Ashikaga Takauji’s
power = a military power in the lord-and-vassal relationship / Ashikaga
Tadayoshi’s power = a sovereign power,” and in this respect, I cannot
follow Higashijima’s criticism to me.

However, I agree with Higashijima that Sato’s theory was influ-
enced by Max Weber’s “Ideal Type”. I also agree with Higashijima’s
criticism that the current mainstream of Japanese medieval history is
biased toward empirical evidence, indifferent to contemporary political
and social issues, and does not take into account the history of other
periods and the results of research in other fields. And I think that we
should make use of his suggestions in the future.
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