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Historiography about the Hu Weiyong (#1£#) and Lin Xian ($f&)
Incidents Reconsidered: A Contribution to the China-Japan Re-
lation in the 14th Century

ONISHI, Nobuyuki

This article focuses on how information about relations between
Japan and Ming in the late-14th century was accumulated and how it
changed over time. To this end, it examines the evolution of the narra-
tives of historical resources on the alleged cases of Hu Weiyong (#ft
f#) and Lin Xian (#£%) , which had a major impact on relations with
Japan in Hongwu period.

In Chapter 1, we examined articles on the execution of Hu and Lin
in historical documents that were written relatively close to the time
the incidents occurred. It was confirmed that the justification for Lin’s
execution was forcefully linked to the fabricated case of Hu’s rebellion
with internal inconsistencies in the historical resources.

In Chapter 2, we discussed the topographies of Japan and local his-
tories of Zhejiang and Ningbo established after the mid-16th century,
when the problem of Japanese pirates seriously affected the security of
the Ming coastal areas and caused troubles for the Ming court, and ex-
amined the changes in the narrative of the two incidents leading to the
description in the Japanese topography in “The History of Ming” (TR 5]
AAR) .

It was found that in the mid-16th century, the alleged case of Hu
Weiyong was regarded as a undoubted fact, and in order to reconcile
it with the content of the historical documents reviewed in Chapter
1, it was suggested that it was a ridiculous story, which described the
dispatch of an envoy from Japan that did not actually exist, the hiding
of weapons in a large candle presented by the Japanese king’s envoy,
and stated that the envoy who provoked the Emperor Hongwu’s fury
was dispatched again. Thus the narrative of the two incidents which is
recorded in historical documents was established. In addition, a review
of the Japanese topography in “The History of Ming,” frequently cited
in discussions of these two incidents, confirmed that in the compilation
process, implausible points such as the tribute that were not found in
the “The Veritable Record of Ming Dynasty” (BH3E&k) were eliminated
and the invented discourse became apparently plausible.
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