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The Conversation to Acknowledgement
— Ozu Yasujiro's Wartime Films and the Aesthetics of Restriction

R ek

Yuki TAKINAMI

Abstract oé7
It is often considered that Ozu Yasujiro is the director of consistency and restriction. E;g
However, Ozu's oeuvre is inconsistent from the early silent films to the “great master” works in §
the postwar period. In addition, Ozu's works are not restrictive in the sense that they contain %
not a few scenes of violence. And yet, it is also true that Ozu remarks about the importance %

of restriction; hence, we need to inquire what Ozu means by restriction. This paper first traces
the genealogy of Ozu's aesthetics of restriction in his mid-1930s films in terms of the shift of
his aesthetics from editing to rough direction and examines two wartime films, Brothers and
Sisters of the Toda Family and There Was a Father, attending to Ozu's vacillation between these
two sides of aesthetics. Through these investigations, the paper shows Ozu's oeuvre to be never
consistent. Furthermore, the paper analyzes the scene of the dinner in the inn in There Was
a Father in relation to Brothers and Sisters of the Toda Family, the 1937 version of the script of
There Was a Father, and Late Spring, and claims Ozu's aesthetics of restriction to be concerned
with the conversation to acknowledgement, referring to Stanley Cavell.

Keywords: Ozu Yasujiro, restriction, talkie, Brothers and Sisters of the Toda Family, There Was
a Father
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