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A Study on the Japanese Lourdes: The Case of "Honkouchi Catholic Church” in Nagasaki
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Abstract: There is a lot of contents for sightseeing in Nagasaki concerning the theme of the end of the Edo
period, such as Dejima, Glover Garden, and Oura Catholic Church. What tourists expect would be European
exoticism. Nagasaki Saruku, which is held from 2006, prepare several tourist walking courses whose theme
is very various. In the 2020 New Year program, Saruku course was developed to the Urakami Story. You can
walk around the atomic bomb-related area from Urakami Cathedral with a local volunteer guide. It is not
only for enjoying the theme of peace, but also the theme of Urakami as a Christian village. Walking at
Urakami area, you can find several Lourdes which are even unknown to the residents. The Lourdes reminds
you the missionary of Paris Foreign Mission (MEP) settled in the end of Edo.

In 2018, the assets of Hidden Christian Sites in Nagasaki and Amakusa Region were registered as
World Heritage Site. It can be read as a 260 years life history of the hidden Christians which ends at Oura
Catholic Church, place of its discovery. However, il does not include assets related to Christians in the
Urakami area. Oura Catholic Church in the Minamiyamate district, which symbolizes the exotic
atmosphere of Nagasaki has become also a climax place in the World Heritage Site. In this paper, I forced
on Urakami and unraveled the memory of that land, which was socially and culturally separated from

Nagasaki City, analyzing from academic papers and literary works.

Keywords: = & —k& v s I (Japanese Lourdes), * ¥V 5 = 7 A (Spirituality), RIEBIK (Nagasaki

Tourism), /v /v F£%) (Lourdes Festival)
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