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The Social Significance of Art Projects from a Discourse Perspective:
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Abstract: This study aims to analyze the distinct discourses
around a long-term art project (AP) called Hayama Art & Music 167
Festival and explore the social meaning. The projectis held around
Hayama, Kanagawa prefecture, featuring a number of exhibitions
and workshops over the period of a few weeks every spring. This
paper uses literature search, interviews and a field work to collect
various narratives and nonverbal data such as experience of field
work, and analyzes expressions emphasized in them by multimodal
discourse analysis. The result of the analysis shows the project’s
discourse is that of “inheriting”. This discourse revolves around
the desire to convey art and AP to future generations. In order
to realize this vision, efforts are made not only to document the
trajectory of AP as a record but also to make the festival a personal
matter for people in the community and to make a relationship
to inherit the festivals. The crystallization and establishment of
the discourse on the art festival in the local community are being
promoted through the visualization, symbolization, eventization,

and ritualization of that discourse.
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