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Forward

Ryo Nitta

(Dean of the Center for Foreign Language Education and Research)

The Center for Foreign Language Education and Research (FLER) was founded at Rikkyo
University in April 2020 as an institution to carry out advanced educational practice and to conduct
cutting-edge research. We launched the Journal of Foreign Language Education and Research as one
of our important research activities.

The start of the new Center coincided with the global spread of COVID-19, which made us shift
to fully online teaching. As symbolically reflected in this shift, we are in the midst of difficult but
challenging times in which we cannot find solutions by simply following precedents. What can we do
to develop the new Center in such a period of complexity and uncertainty? I believe that a key lies in
‘three areas of interaction.’

The first area of interaction concerns that between different disciplines. Foreign language
education is a transdisciplinary field where one’s foreign language learning is full of complexity and
diversity; that is, various components—such as different starting ages of learning, different interests,
different magnitudes of motivation, and different personalities—dynamically interact and collectively
contribute to one’s foreign language competence and construction of identity. Not only various
language-related studies (e.g., linguistics, second language acquisition, and literature) but also areas
concerning human mind and behaviours (e.g., psychology, sociology, biology, and brain science) help
us understand the complex and dynamic nature of foreign language learning.

The second area of interaction is that between different languages. English is now recognised
as a lingua franca, playing a key role in international communication; however, solely Anglophone-
based values and ways of thinking are still limited and are insufficient to solve a number of global
problems we are currently facing. FLER involves teachers of five other languages—German, French,
Spanish, Chinese, and Korean, each of which has its own thoughts, values, culture, and history. The
interaction between different language professionals, or translanguaging dialogue, helps us expand
our perspectives and enrich our life. The interaction with other languages would also enhance respect
for other cultures and promote tolerance in the global community where diverse people are expected
to work collaboratively.

The final area of interaction is that between theory and practice. With rapid globalisation
and progress of information technology, research on foreign language teaching and learning has
advanced and proliferated over the last decade; however, implementation of practice in the foreign
language classroom based on the findings obtained from the research side has been piecemeal and
gradual, and there is still a large gap between teachers and researchers. To close this gap, foreign
language professionals are required to play two roles—practitioners and researchers—and to make an
effort to integrate the two sides of the same coin. Through continuous cycles of engaging in research
activities and putting the findings into practice in the classroom, we could serve as a bridge between
the two separate worlds. I believe our attempt to exercise researched pedagogy would contribute to
creating an ideal foreign language learning environment for students.

FLER is aiming to achieve this ‘new normal’ of foreign language teaching at university through
three areas of interaction among professionals with diverse expertise, languages and backgrounds.
I hope that a number of ambitious research projects will be reported in this journal and make a
significant contribution to the lasting improvement of our foreign language teaching practice.
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