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Semantics of “Hands” in Care
—Lack of Contact (Due to COVID-19), Society and Hands—
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Abstract

This paper describes the problems that arise in a contactless society where people who are
isolated due to COVID-19 cannot gather, meet or connect. Specifically, it considers what the
meaning of hands is in caring for other people. As case studies, we examined the meaning of the
rope that ties a blind runner to their companion, and the meaning of hands in communication
using fingers of the visually impaired. Finally, we considered the meaning of the bonds that

support interpersonal assistance in the care sector.
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