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A Study on the Social Space of Joss Paper in Vietnam and Taiwan
KIFEB Crsoesmess - W)
OTSUKA, Naoki >k AT K27 BB FRor » WEBUZ

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to clarify the value created by Joss paper (shi-sen) in social life and
various aspects of its syncretism. In particular, this paper focuses on Vietnam and Taiwan, which are
marginal areas of Joss paper distribution, not on mainland China where Taoism originated. The main
results are as follows. Firstly, we can observe that Joss paper is used for popular beliefs, annual events and
other seasonal events, and that it is used irregularly, in other words, in everyday life. Secondly, it can be
emphasized that there are different ways to offer Joss paper. For example, in the Taipei mausoleum, only
gold paper (kin-gami), so-called dedicated to God, was used. On the other hand, in the case of Ho Chi Minh
City, Joss paper in a narrow direction, gold and silver paper (gin-gami), and another Joss paper was sold and
offered as a whole. The case of Ho Chi Minh City can be seen as an aspect of syncretism between Taoism
and folk beliefs. Finally, it may be stressed that at an early stage of history, positive value was found for the
fact that the paper melts with the flame and disappears, and that it is converted into smoke and rises to the

heavens, which was not found in the original.

Keywords: #%£% (Joss paper), # %57 (Mechanical reproduction), E#k & R[5 {7 (Taoism and folk belief),
#— 3 v7fi (Ho Chi Minh City), At (Taipei)
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