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Abstract

This paper gives an overview of the history and current state of non-English foreign language education in
Japan. It also examines what it should look like in the future. It takes as its basis Plurilingualism, a
philosophy advocated by the Council of Europe. We will also take as our guide the theory of learners’
“Qualities and Abilities” proposed in the Courses of Study of MEXT. The future of foreign language
education in Japan should not be discussed in terms of individual languages such as English, German,
French etc., but should aim to develop plurilingual competence, intercultural understanding and citizenship
as a whole. What is important is the learners’ language and learning awareness. These should be nurtured

consistently from primary school through to university.
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