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Ethnography and the “Becoming” : An analysis on Miyamoto Tsuneichi’s Ethnographic Practice as a
Case Study of its Agency

PIE & A o soksmors i - e
KADOTA, Takehisa

Abstract: This paper addresses the question of how Anthropological ethnography works with society by
analyzing the ethnographic practices of Japanese ethnologist Tsuneichi Miyamoto(1907-81) and his students
on a remote island, and our own case study of a similar project using their legacy as material. Specifically,
I examined two aspects of the agency of ethnography. The first is about how social design and future
projections based on ethnographic research had an impact on local communities, and the second is about
how the materiality of ethnography (especially the fact that it is made of paper, a portable material)
attracted local people and brought about self-reflection in their everyday lives. Ethnography as a material
is not just an object, but as a subject, which describes a project, forms the next project, disturbs the relationship

between us (the ethnographers) and them (the written), and brings about changes on both sides.

Keywords: &%k (Ethnography), ~7 9 7 U 7 4 (Materiality), ¥ —3% % V7 %1 ¥ (Social Design), 7
¥4 v % —7 = £ (Design Survey), L2z (Social Research)
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